First In Last Out An American Paratrooper In
Vietn
Eventually, you will no question discover a supplementary experience and carrying out by spending
more cash. yet when? attain you endure that you require to acquire those all needs subsequent to
having significantly cash? Why dont you try to get something basic in the beginning? Thats
something that will lead you to understand even more more or less the globe, experience, some
places, bearing in mind history, amusement, and a lot more?
It is your enormously own era to proceed reviewing habit. in the middle of guides you could enjoy
now is First In Last Out An American Paratrooper In Vietn below.

Ridgway's Paratroopers - Clay Blair 2002-01
A powerful study of Gen. Matthew B. Ridgway
and American airborne operations in Europe,
including his legendary 82nd and 101st Airborne
divisions.
Hitler's Paratroopers in Normandy - Gilberto
first-in-last-out-an-american-paratrooper-in-vietn

Villahermosa 2019-08-30
A retired U.S. Army Master Parachutist,
strategist, and military historian analyzes the
actions of one German special forces group
during World War II. In June 1944, Allied forces
fighting desperately to establish a foothold in
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Normandy and then breakout of the confining
bocage found themselves opposed by a
bewildering array of formations of the German
Wehrmacht. Among them were the newly formed
German II Parachute Corps. This gripping new
account examines the exploits of Germany’s II
Parachute Corps and its commander, Eugen
Meindl, from the Allied invasion on June 6 to the
end of August 1944. Meindl was the epitome of
the senior German airborne commander in the
Second World War. Tough, experienced, and
aggressive, he cared deeply for his troops. His
Parachute Corps fought stubbornly for three
weeks, before being forced to fall back. Trapped
along with the bulk of the German Seventh Army
in the Falaise pocket, Meindl and his
paratroopers maintained their discipline and
were selected by the Commander in Chief of OB
West to lead the German breakout to the east.
That they managed to do so, despite suffering
grievous losses, while so many around them died
or surrendered, is a testament to their

dedication and fighting ability. Theirs is a story
that deserves to be told.
The Last First Sergeant - Layton Black
1998-01-01
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First to Jump - Jerome Preisler 2015-09-01
With firsthand accounts of WWII heroism from
the US Army Pathfinders, New York Times
bestselling author Jerome Priesler chronicles
their escapades scouting behind enemy lines
ahead of the Band of Brothers. “When you land
in Normandy, you will have only one friend:
God.” —General “Jumpin’” Jim Gavin to the
Pathfinders of the 82nd and 101st Airborne
divisions before D-Day, June 1944 When the
invasion of Sicily almost ended in disaster,
General Jim Gavin was determined to form a unit
of special operations commandos who would
jump ahead of the airborne forces—including the
now legendary Easy Company—stealing across
enemy terrain to scout and mark out drop zones
with a unique array of homing equipment. The
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first into combat and the last out, their advance
jumps were considered suicide missions by those
who sent them into action. Sporting Mohawk
haircuts and war paint, they were the best of the
best. Their heroic feats behind enemy lines were
critical to nearly all of the Allies’ major victories
from Normandy to Bastogne—where they saved
the day for thousands of American troops in an
operation almost forgotten by history—to the
attack on the Ruhr Valley in Germany. This is the
story of the U.S. Army Pathfinders—their
training, bonding, and battlefield exploits—told
from the perspectives of the men who jumped,
and those who risked everything to fly them into
action. INCLUDES PHOTOS
Love from the Ashes of a Broken World - Jay
Abshier 2022-01-24
It is 1969, and Jim Simmons, one year out of the
Military Academy and fresh out of Special
Forces training, is headed to Vietnam, where he
is quickly faced with an ethical challenge when a
spy is discovered in headquarters. Walter

Mueller, a senior US State Department diplomat,
is assigned to Nicaragua and is joined by his
family. His wife and daughter open a medical
clinic for the poor but soon discover that the
Sandinistas want the Americans to leave. Ramon
Morales, a seasoned Sandinista haunted by the
abuse of his family by the Samozas, is ordered to
kidnap a busload of children. Love from the
Ashes of a Broken World follows their lives as
war and terrorism challenge their understanding
of God's love, forgiveness, and redemption.
Endorsement by two theologians: "I'm glad that I
finished, but sad that it's over. This is so good!"
"Your story drew us in! Really, so very well
done! I think you succeeded in your purpose of
writing "about God and our relationship to him."
Any follower of Jesus who enjoys military stories
would enjoy this book. And anyone who has
struggled with guilt and the need for forgiveness
and to forgive would benefit from reading the
strong biblical answers laid out in the context of
a story about someone else experiencing those
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struggles. This was really good." Endorsement
by a Green Beret Vietnam veteran: "I found this
to be a very enjoyable and believable story."
First In, Last Out - John Howard 2017-10-15
Fresh out of West Point, John Howard arrived for
his first tour in Vietnam in 1965, the first full
year of escalation when U.S. troop levels
increased to 184,000 from 23,000 the year
before. When he returned for a second tour in
1972, troop strength stood at 24,000 and would
dwindle to a mere 50 the following year. He thus
participated in the very early and very late
stages of American military involvement in the
Vietnam War. His two tours—one as a platoon
commander and member of an elite
counterguerrilla force, the second as a senior
advisor to the South Vietnamese—provide a
fascinating lens through which to view not only
one soldier’s experience in Vietnam, but also the
country’s.
Left for Dead at Nijmegen - Marcus A. Nannini
2019-05-09

This WWII biography chronicles an American
paratrooper’s harrowing role in Operation
Market Garden and his heroic survival as a
POW. During World War II, Gene Metcalfe
served in the 82nd Airborne. After his
recruitment into the military at Camp Grant, he
trained with the 501st Paratroop Infantry
Regiment at Camp Toccoa. It wasn’t until D-Day
that he first arrived in England to join the 508th
PIR. On September 17th, 1944, the 508th PIR
embarked on Operation Market Garden to
establish a salient in the Netherlands. Flying
over Groesbeek Heights, just outside of
Nijmegen, Holland, Metcalfe was among the first
to jump into what swas thought to be an empty
meadow. Instead, it was defended by German
antiaircraft cannons. As he jumped into a hail of
bullets he watched his plane roll over and
plummet into the ground. Badly injured by a
shell explosion, Gene was listed as Killed In
Action and left for dead by his patrol. He became
a POW held outside Munich, moved between

first-in-last-out-an-american-paratrooper-in-vietn

4/29

Downloaded from
omahafoodtruckassociation.org on by
guest

various dieses-ridden camps. After a nearly
successful escape attempt—he was captured
within sight of the Swiss mountains—Gene was
liberated by American troops in 1945.
Whatever It Took - Henry Langrehr 2020-05-05
Published to mark the 75th anniversary of VE
Day, an unforgettable never-before-told firstperson account of World War II: the true story of
an American paratrooper who survived D-Day,
was captured and imprisoned in a Nazi work
camp, and made a daring escape to freedom.
Now at 95, one of the few living members of the
Greatest Generation shares his experiences at
last in one of the most remarkable World War II
stories ever told. As the Allied Invasion of
Normandy launched in the pre-dawn hours of
June 6, 1944, Henry Langrehr, an American
paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne, was among
the thousands of Allies who parachuted into
occupied France. Surviving heavy anti-aircraft
fire, he crashed through the glass roof of a
greenhouse in Sainte-Mère-Église. While many

of the soldiers in his unit died, Henry and other
surviving troops valiantly battled enemy tanks to
a standstill. Then, on June 29th, Henry was
captured by the Nazis. The next phase of his
incredible journey was beginning. Kept for a
week in the outer ring of a death camp, Henry
witnessed the Nazis’ unspeakable brutality—the
so-called Final Solution, with people marched to
their deaths, their bodies discarded like cords of
wood. Transported to a work camp, he endured
horrors of his own when he was forced to live in
unbelievable squalor and labor in a coal mine
with other POWs. Knowing they would be
worked to death, he and a friend made a
desperate escape. When a German soldier
cornered them in a barn, the friend was fatally
shot; Henry struggled with the soldier, killing
him and taking his gun. Perilously traveling
westward toward Allied controlled land on foot,
Henry faced the great ethical and moral
dilemmas of war firsthand, needing to do
whatever it took to survive. Finally, after two
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weeks behind enemy lines, he found an
American unit and was rescued. Awaiting him at
home was Arlene, who, like millions of other
American women, went to work in factories and
offices to build the armaments Henry and the
Allies needed for victory. Whatever It Took is her
story, too, bringing to life the hopes and fears of
those on the homefront awaiting their loved ones
to return. A tale of heroism, hope, and survival
featuring 30 photographs, Whatever It Took is a
timely reminder of the human cost of freedom
and a tribute to unbreakable human courage and
spirit in the darkest of times.
All the Way to Berlin - James Megellas
2007-12-18
In mid-1943 James Megellas, known as “Maggie”
to his fellow paratroopers, joined the 82d
Airborne Division, his new “home” for the
duration. His first taste of combat was in the
rugged mountains outside Naples. In October
1943, when most of the 82d departed Italy to
prepare for the D-Day invasion of France, Lt.

Gen. Mark Clark, the Fifth Army commander,
requested that the division’s 504th Parachute
Infantry Regiment, Maggie’s outfit, stay behind
for a daring new operation that would outflank
the Nazis’ stubborn defensive lines and open the
road to Rome. On 22 January 1944, Megellas
and the rest of the 504th landed across the
beach at Anzio. Following initial success, Fifth
Army’s amphibious assault, Operation Shingle,
bogged down in the face of heavy German
counterattacks that threatened to drive the
Allies into the Tyrrhenian Sea. Anzio turned into
a fiasco, one of the bloodiest Allied operations of
the war. Not until April were the remnants of the
regiment withdrawn and shipped to England to
recover, reorganize, refit, and train for their
next mission. In September, Megellas
parachuted into Holland along with the rest of
the 82d Airborne as part of another star-crossed
mission, Field Marshal Montgomery’s
vainglorious Operation Market Garden. Months
of hard combat in Holland were followed by the
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Battle of the Bulge, and the long hard road
across Germany to Berlin. Megellas was the
most decorated officer of the 82d Airborne
Division and saw more action during the war
than most. Yet All the Way to Berlin is more than
just Maggie’s World War II memoir. Throughout
his narrative, he skillfully interweaves stories of
the other paratroopers of H Company, 504th
Parachute Infantry Regiment. The result is a
remarkable account of men at war.
World War II: The Last War Heroes - Stephen
Bull 2011-11-11
The companion volume to the groundbreaking
TV series, this book tells the story of the
physical, emotional and psychological journey of
Allied soldiers from the beaches of Normandy to
the ruins of Berlin. In their own words these
brave men from Britain, the United States,
Canada and Russia tell us what it was like to
face the bullets, bombs, mortars, mines and
artillery shells of Nazi Germany. Interviews with
over 80 soldiers who fought in the conflict,

totalling 150 hours, provide a new perspective
on the experiences of 1944–45. Building on the
high-speed, multi-camera filming of World War II
weapons and munitions shown in the TV series,
this book brings the terrifying reality of the war
to life. Technical descriptions and the
experiences of the men in the field explain the
dramatic power and effect that this weaponry
had on the battlefield, from the sinister
simplicity of the deadly AP mine through to the
immense firepower of the 88mm gun, giving the
modern historian a unique insight into the last
days of the war for the troops on the frontline.
This is not a history of generals, of armies
manoeuvring and strategic objectives. It is a
book about the ordinary men put into incredible
situations, deprived of sleep and food, and in
constant fear of death on the long road to
victory.
Four Hours of Fury - James M. Fenelon
2020-05-12
“Compellingly chronicles one of the least studied
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great episodes of World War II with power and
authority…A riveting read” (Donald L. Miller,
New York Times bestselling author of Masters of
the Air) about World War II’s largest airborne
operation—one that dropped 17,000 Allied
paratroopers deep into the heart of Nazi
Germany. On the morning of March 24, 1945,
more than two thousand Allied aircraft droned
through a cloudless sky toward Germany.
Escorted by swarms of darting fighters, the
armada of transport planes carried 17,000
troops to be dropped, via parachute and glider,
on the far banks of the Rhine River. Four hours
later, after what was the war’s largest airdrop,
all major objectives had been seized. The
invasion smashed Germany’s last line of defense
and gutted Hitler’s war machine; the war in
Europe ended less than two months later. Four
Hours of Fury follows the 17th Airborne Division
as they prepare for Operation Varsity, a
campaign that would rival Normandy in scale
and become one of the most successful and

important of the war. Even as the Third Reich
began to implode, it was vital for Allied troops to
have direct access into Germany to guarantee
victory—the 17th Airborne secured that
bridgehead over the River Rhine. And yet their
story has until now been relegated to history’s
footnotes. In this viscerally exciting account,
paratrooper-turned-historian James Fenelon
“details every aspect of the American 17th
Airborne Division’s role in Operation
Varsity...inspired” (The Wall Street Journal).
Reminiscent of A Bridge Too Far and Masters of
the Air, Four Hours of Fury does for the 17th
Airborne what Band of Brothers did for the
101st. It is a captivating, action-packed tale of
heroism and triumph spotlighting one of World
War II’s most under-chronicled and dangerous
operations.
All American, All the Way - Phil Nordyke
2009-09-15
Through the words of its veterans, details the
regimental history of the 82nd Airborne Division
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'All Americans' from Operation Husky in July of
1943 through D-Day and Operation Market
Garden to the Battle of the Bulge, and finally
ending in Berlin as part of the occupying forces.
History of the 101st Airborne Division - Robert
E. Jones 2010-05
The History of the 101st Airborne Division is the
epic story of the Division from its activation in
August 1942 through the completion of
Operation Desert Storm in April 1991. The
Division’s progression through the sky took
decades of hard work and tens of thousands of
dedicated soldiers. In World War II, the 101st
became the first American troops to set foot in
occupied France, when, on 6 June 1944, its
paratroopers dropped behind enemy lines,
clearing the way for the 4th Infantry Division
landing on Utah Beach. The Division would
become famous for its work in Holland during
Operation Market Garden, and for its successful
defense of Bastogne, Belgium, during the Battle
of the Bulge. In Vietnam, the "Screaming

Eagles” engaged in battle from 1965 to 1972,
when they began their evolution to Air Mobile by
deploying by helicopter. In the Gulf War, the
Division fired the first shots of Operation Desert
Storm by destroying Iraqi radar sites, and during
ground war of the operation, they made the
longest and largest air assault in history. In
every engagement and during the training
periods in between, the 101st Airborne Division
has honored the words of its first commander,
General William C. Lee, that it has a "rendezvous
with destiny.” This book is a fitting record of
that history, and of the men who are proud to be
called "Screaming Eagles.”
The US Army's First, Last, and Only AllBlack Rangers - Edward L. Posey 2011-01-01
Draws on the recollections of members of the
2nd Ranger Infantry Company to relate the brief
history of the U.S. Army's only all-black Ranger
unit, describing their distinguished service in
the Korean War and the obstacles they faced due
to racism.
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A Dove Among Eagles - Linda Patterson
2020-01-29
"Linda's story is uniquely American - overcoming
all odds to form a partnership between
community and military that was unheard of in
1968 ... a partnership that today serves as the
example for our entire Armed Forces." - Colonel
Derek K. Thomson, U.S. Army A Story Unlike
Any Other, But Relatable to Millions With the
backdrop of the Vietnam conflict, A Dove Among
Eagles is a powerful memoir about trauma,
courage, devotion and love at a time when
American society was tearing itself apart and
blaming a military that was more victim than
perpetrator of the violent forces wracking the
nation. Indeed, Vietnam changed us all -especially Linda Patterson. A story 52 years in
the making, A Dove Among Eagles is set in San
Mateo, California, in 1968. The author, then 26
years old, receives a letter from her 18-year-old
brother Joe -- a cry for help from a paratrooper
caught in the middle of an unpopular war. News

of the antiwar protests has been plummeting the
morale of Joe's combat company of 130
paratroopers. In desperation, he turns to Linda
to find a way to let these young, courageous
soldiers know that they've not been rejected by
the country they love. Specifically, Joe asked
Linda to enlist the city of San Mateo to "adopt"
the 130 paratroopers of his combat company. On
March 4, 1968, after Linda's dogged persistence,
the city of San Mateo formally adopted A Co. of
the 327th Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne
Division. San Mateo was the only city in the
nation to do such a thing during the Vietnam
War. Three weeks later, SGT Artavia was killed
in a firefight. Grief-stricken and distraught by
the loss of her brother, Linda garnered her
strength and passion to carry on with Joe's last
wishes. What she did next was beyond
imagination and straight from the heart. Into a
War Zone and into Their Hearts In December -without government authorization and with only
her grit to guide her -- Linda traveled to Vietnam
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to spend Christmas with her brother's unit. Met
by her military escort at Tan Son Nhut airport
outside of Saigon, she would fly to the northern
part of South Vietnam, further north than
civilians were allowed to travel. The potential
dangers she would inevitably face did not phase
her. She knew her "Screaming Eagles" would
protect her. And they did. Her journey was lifechanging. For eight days, she anxiously waited
in the company's base camp while the men of the
Company hacked their way through a
mountainous jungle to get to her. And once they
arrived, she spent three days with her brother's
buddies, developing a true love for them all. She
would also fall in love with her military escort,
Steve Patterson, her brother's platoon leader
who was also seriously wounded while leading
the battle in which Joe was killed. Since then,
Steve would be Linda's escort for life. The
journey had just begun. American Supporting
Americans For the past 50 years, Linda's passion
in life has been a tribute to her brother, as she

has enlisted more than 300 cities across the
country in supporting and adopting tens of
thousands of service men and women in all
branches of our military. To be sure, Linda's
remarkable and meaningful life journey is
unique in American history. For her life's work,
she has been recognized and honored by the
highest levels of our country. Those original men
of the 1968 unit simply call her "Sis." With a
foreword by Colonel Rob Campbell, U.S. Army,
Retired, 1st Brigade Commander, 101st Airborne
Division.
Courage Has No Color, The True Story of the
Triple Nickles - Tanya Lee Stone 2013-10-08
“An exceptionally well-researched, lovingly
crafted, and important tribute to unsung
American heroes.” — Kirkus Reviews (starred
review) World War II is raging, and thousands of
American soldiers are fighting overseas against
the injustices brought on by Hitler. Back on the
home front, discrimination against African
Americans plays out as much on Main Street as
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in the military. Tanya Lee Stone examines the
little-known history of the Triple Nickles,
America’s first black paratroopers, who fought in
an attack on the American West by the Japanese.
The 555th Parachute Infantry Battalion, in the
words of First Sergeant Walter Morris, “proved
that the color of a man had nothing to do with
his ability.” Front matter includes a foreword by
Ashley Bryan. Back matter includes an author’s
note, an appendix, a time line, source notes, a
bibliography, and an index.
Break in the Chain—Intelligence Ignored - W. R.
Baker 2021-07-31
A riveting combination of war memoir and
unique examination of the role of intelligence
during the Easter Offensive 1972 written by an
intelligence analyst who was there in 1972. For
the first two weeks of the Easter Offensive of
1972, the 571st Military Intelligence
Detachment provided the only pertinent
collateral intelligence available to American
forces. Twice daily, the Detachment provided

intelligence to the USS Buchanan (DDG-14), US
Navy SEALS, and Special Forces units including
tactical and strategic forecasts of enemy
movements, information that was otherwise
unavailable to U.S. units and advisors in-country.
In the weeks before the offensive, vital agent
reports and verbal warnings by the 571st MI
Detachment had been ignored by all the major
commands; they were only heeded, and then
only very reluctantly, once the Offensive began.
This refusal to listen to the intelligence explains
why no Army or USMC organizations were oncall to recover prisoners discovered or U.S.
personnel downed behind enemy lines, as in the
BAT-21 incident, as the last two Combat Recon
Platoons in Vietnam had been disbanded six
weeks before the offensive began. The lessons
and experiences of Operation Lam Son 719 in
the previous year were ignored, especially with
regard to the NVA’s tactical use of tanks and
artillery. In his memoir, Bob Baker, the only
trained military intelligence analyst with the
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571st MI Detachment in 1972, reveals these and
other heroics and blunders during a key moment
in the Vietnam War.
Blood on the Risers - John Leppelman
1991-06-02
In three straight years he was a paratropper,
and army seaman, and a LRRP—and he lived to
tell about it. As an FNG paratrooper in the 173d
Airborne, John Leppelman made that unit's only
combat jump in Vietnam. Then he spent months
in fruitless search of the enemy, watching as his
buddies died because of poor leadership and
lousy weapons. Often it seemed the only way out
of the carnage in the Central highlands was in a
body bag. But Leppelman did get out,
transferring first to the army's riverboats and
then the all-volunteer Rangers, one of the
ballsiest units in the war. In three tours of duty,
that ended only when malaria forced him back to
the States, Leppelman saw the war as few others
did, a Vietnam that many American boys didn't
live to tell about, but whose valor and sacrifice

survive on these pages.
A Magnificent Disaster - David Bennett
2008-07-08
“Reveals much of what history has tended to
gloss over . . . should be a must read for all who
have an interest in this operation” (Airborne
Quarterly). After Normandy, the most
spectacular Allied offensive of World War II was
Operation Market Garden, which planned to join
three divisions of paratroopers dropped behind
German lines with massive armored columns
breaking through the front. The object was to
seize a crossing over the Rhine to outflank the
heartland of the Third Reich and force a quick
end to the war. The operation utterly failed, of
course, as the 1st British Airborne was
practically wiped out, the American 82nd and
101st Airborne Divisions became tied down in
vicious combat for months, and the vaunted
armored columns were foiled at every turn by
improvisational German defenses. Some have
called the battle “Hitler’s last victory.” In this
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work, many years in the making, David Bennett
puts forward a balanced and comprehensive
account of the British, American, Polish,
Canadian, and German actions, as well as the
strategic background of the operation, in a way
not yet done. He shows, for example, that rather
than a bridgehead over the Rhine, Montgomery’s
ultimate aim was to flank the Ruhr industrial
area from the north. The book also deals as
never before with the key role of all three Corps
of British Second Army, not just Brian Horrocks’
central XXX Corps. For the first time, we learn
the dramatic untold story of how a single
company of Canadian engineers achieved the
evacuation of 1st Airborne’s survivors back
across the Rhine when all other efforts had
failed. Also revealed is the scandal of how Polish
Gen. Sosabowski was treated by the British
military authorities, and how the operation
would have failed at the outset but for the
brilliant soldiery of the two American airborne
divisions. Respectfully nodding to A Bridge Too

Far and other excellent works on Market
Garden, the author has interviewed survivors,
walked the ground, and performed prodigious
archival research to increase our understanding
of the battle, from the actions of the lowliest
soldier to the highest commander, Allied and
German.
Airborne - E. M. Flanagan 2003
A history of the American Airborne troopers
traces its developments from a largely
experimental platoon in 1940 to a force
containing five divisions and several
independent battalions and regiments, citing
their contributions to the major conflicts of the
twentieth century.
Don't Cry For Us, Saigon - Major (Retired)
Steven E. Cook 2019-02-27
The United States military did not lose the
Vietnam War! The South Vietnamese
government lost the Vietnam War. With many
inaccurate books, biased statements, lack of
understanding, and facts, I decided to write a
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Vietnamese history book with emphasis on the
Second Indochina War. This book will correct
many of those misconceptions about the Vietnam
War, answer controversial questions, and give
readers a microcosm and basic dynamics of the
Vietnam War. I recorded and archived highlights
of the Vietnam War and the accounts of
American military heroes whose sacrifices and
heroic exploits might otherwise be lost to
history. The poignant, riveting, and the gripping
reality of war and the demons and misfortune of
the Vietnam veterans will be depicted in the
book. This book is intended for a variety of
audiences: veterans, family members, gold star
mothers, organizations, agencies, clubs, college
students, faculty, and history buffs. Search-anddestroy operations in South Vietnam will be
described in comprehensive detail and why
President Johnson later changed the name of
search-and-destroy operations to reconnaissance
in force. This book will show that the worst
atrocity of the Vietnam War occurred in the

United States when America shunned and
discriminated against its Vietnam War veterans
and gold star mothers! This book is a firstperson account of high school teenyboppers
suddenly answering the call for duty and turning
into elite combat warriors virtually overnight.
Vietnam War veterans saw and experienced
horrific savage and direct combat repeatedly
that humans aren't intended to see. Testimonies
of seasoned combat Airborne Infantry soldiers,
Pathfinders, and Special Forces whose average
age was twenty-one will be depicted through
empirical vignettes. These first-person vignettes
will describe the carnage of firefights, mortar
attacks, the stench of human decay and flesh
torn and broken, and the camaraderie and bonds
of men at war. Do not judge these warrior-leader
heroes unless you have walked a mile in their
jungle boots through a jungle in a combat
environment. Remember, once upon a time, we
were all like you! Myths of the Vietnam War will
be refuted, rebutted, and debunked. Agent
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Orange and other herbicides used in the
Vietnam War will be discussed. This book will
help all veterans, their families, and America to
better understand and come to some closure and
aid in catharsis. We are awesome! It is chic and
vogue to be a Vietnam veteran now.
Boots on the Ground - Karl Zinsmeister
2003-09
The author, a correspondent for "The National
Review," describes his experiences as an
embedded reporter with the 82nd Airborne
Division.
The Airborne in World War II - Michael E.
Haskew 2017-08-01
D-Day, Operation Market Garden, Battle of the
Bulge—the US Airborne divisions were integral
at all these major points in World War II. But
they also played a significant role in North
Africa, where they first saw action, and in Italy
in 1943. Right on the tail of these planes, this
expert history follows the airborne divisions
from the redesignation and initial training of the

82nd in 1942 through to their final, momentous
missions in the Pacific. Featuring the equipment,
division structure, and uniforms, as well as firsthand accounts, this book is the true history
popularized by such titles as Band of Brothers, A
Bridge Too Far, and The Dirty Dozen. With one
hundred and sixty photographs, maps, and
illustrations, The Airborne in World War II is an
accessible account of remarkable men and the
battles that they fought.
The Paratrooper Generals - Mitchell
Yockelson 2020-06-15
Generals during World War II usually stayed to
the rear, but not Matthew Ridgway and Maxwell
Taylor. During D-Day and the Normandy
campaign, these commanders of the 82nd “AllAmerican” and the 101st “Screaming Eagle”
Airborne Divisions refused to remain behind the
lines and stood shoulder-to-shoulder with their
paratroopers in the thick of combat. Jumping
into Normandy during the early hours of D-Day,
Ridgway and Taylor fought on the ground for six
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weeks of combat that cost the airborne divisions
more than 40 percent casualties. The
Paratrooper Generals is the first book to explore
in depth the significant role these two division
commanders played on D-Day, describing the
extraordinary courage and leadership they
demonstrated throughout the most important
American campaign of World War II.
Look Out Below! - Chaplain Lt.-Col. Francis L.
Sampson 2018-04-03
First published in 1958, this book tells the
spellbinding story of “one of the remarkable
priests of God who leaped behind enemy lines
and into the midst of combat with no weapon
other than the sword of the spirit, no protection
other than the shield of faith. “Here is the story
of the airborne troopers told by the one who
knew them best and with insights only a priest
could possess. “It is sometimes humorous,
sometimes tragic, often heroic, but always
honest and inspiring as seen through the
understanding and sympathetic eyes of the

paratrooper padre.” (Lt.-Gen. Thomas F. Hickey)
Richly illustrated throughout with photos.
Beyond Valor - Patrick K. O'Donnell 2001-08-30
Previous books have promised to describe the
combat experience of the World War II GI, but
there has never been a book like Patrick
O'Donnell's Beyond Valor. Here is the first
combat history of the war in Europe in the words
of the men themselves, and perhaps the most
honest and brutal account of combat possible on
the printed page. For more than fifty years the
individual stories that make up this narrative -shockingly frank reflections of sacrifice and
courage -- have been bottled up, buried, or
circulated privately. Now, nearing the ends of
their lives, our WWII soldiers have at last
unburdened themselves. Beyond Valor
recaptures their hidden history. A pioneering
oral historian, Patrick O'Donnell used his awardwinning website, The Drop Zone, to solicit oraland "e-histories" from individual soldiers.
Gradually, working from within the community,
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O'Donnell convinced some of the war's most
battle-hardened soldiers to tell their stories. The
result is WWII seen through the eyes of the men
who saw the most intense of its action.
O'Donnell focuses on the elite units of the war -the Rangers, Airborne, and 1st Special Service
Force -- troops that spearheaded the most
dangerous operations and often made the
difference between victory and defeat. From
more than 650 interviews O'Donnell has chosen
oral- and e-histories that form a seamless story
line, a pointillistic history of the war in Europe
from the first parachute drops in North Africa
through the final battles in Germany and the
long trip home. It is the story of the war not
discussed in polite company. O'Donnell presents
the wreckage of entire battalions nearly
annihilated, invisible personal scars, and
haunting revelations of wartime atrocities. But
more important are the men who recount lives
risked without hesitation for comrades and
cause, and those who did not return: the friends

who died in their arms. Their stories remind all
of us that victory came only at the highest price.
Remembering the infamous cliffs at Pointe-duHoc, bloody Omaha Beach, the bitter fighting at
the Battle of the Bulge, and Hill 400 in the
Hürtgen Forest, the soldiers reveal war as seen,
heard, and smelled by the GIs on the front line.
Also included is the unique story of the 555th
Parachute Infantry Battalion, and the
trailblazing African-American "Experimental"
Test Platoon that had to fight its own battle
behind the lines. Beyond Valor captures the
truths that exist among soldiers. It is one of the
most inspiring accounts of the war ever
produced.
The First Men In - Ed Ruggero 2007-05-29
Of the nearly 15,000 Allied paratroopers
dropped into France on D–14 (two weeks before
D–Day), only one regiment––the 3,000 men of
the 505 Parachute Infantry––had been tested in
battle, and so they were given the toughest
mission. For a few critical days, while the fate of
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occupied Europe hung in the balance, these
troopers held their ground against savage
assaults. In doing so, they changed the course of
World War II. Within hours of landing in
Normandy, the paratroopers of the 505
Parachute Infantry Regiment had gathered in
the darkened fields outside Ste. Mere Eglise and
moved rapidly to the edge of town. A French
civilian pointed out the German positions, and in
a lightning attack the GI's liberated the first
town in Europe, planting the United States flag
on top of city hall. Shortly after daylight, as
reports streamed in, Allied commanders were
shocked to learn that the 505 was the only one
of six U.S. parachute regiments to hit its mark.
Because Ste. Mere Eglise was the gateway to
Utah Beach, the regiment––now fighting
virtually alone––hastily dug in to await the
German counterattacks that were sure to follow.
Colonel Bill Ekman and his men held critical
ground: half of the American invasion force was
to pass through this area, and that would only

happen if the 505 held Ste. Mere Eglise. It was
an almost unimaginable challenge: at ten that
morning the German attacks began, and by early
afternoon enemy armored columns were
slamming GI lines from three directions in an
attempt to reach the vulnerable invasion
beaches. But despite heavy losses, the 505 was
still in control of Ste. Mere Eglise on June 8,
when they were relieved by units that came
across the beach. When their unseasoned
replacements faltered, U.S. commanders called
on the exhausted paratroopers to stay in the
fight and lead the series of ground assaults that
would secure the invasion. A single unit, a
relative handful of men, had helped turn the
course of one of the most important battles of
the war.
The First Wave - Alex Kershaw 2020-05-05
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • Alex Kershaw, New
York Times bestselling author of Against All
Odds, returns with an utterly immersive,
adrenaline-driven account of D-Day combat.
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“Meet the assaulters: pathfinders plunging from
the black, coxswains plowing the whitecaps,
bareknuckle Rangers scaling sheer rock . . .
Fast-paced and up close, this is history’s
greatest story reinvigorated as only Alex
Kershaw can.”—Adam Makos, New York Times
bestselling author of Spearhead and A Higher
Call Beginning in the predawn darkness of June
6, 1944, The First Wave follows the remarkable
men who carried out D-Day’s most perilous
missions. The charismatic, unforgettable cast
includes the first American paratrooper to touch
down on Normandy soil; the glider pilot who
braved antiaircraft fire to crash-land mere yards
from the vital Pegasus Bridge; the brothers who
led their troops onto Juno Beach under withering
fire; as well as a French commando, returning to
his native land, who fought to destroy German
strongholds on Sword Beach and beyond.
Readers will experience the sheer grit of the
Rangers who scaled Pointe du Hoc and the
astonishing courage of the airborne soldiers who

captured the Merville Gun Battery in the face of
devastating enemy counterattacks. The first to
fight when the stakes were highest and the odds
longest, these men would determine the fate of
the invasion of Hitler’s fortress Europe—and the
very history of the twentieth century. The result
is an epic of close combat and extraordinary
heroism. It is the capstone Alex Kershaw’s
remarkable career, built on his close friendships
with D-Day survivors and his intimate
understanding of the Normandy battlefield. For
the seventy-fifth anniversary, here is a fresh take
on World War II's longest day. Praise for The
First Wave: “Masterful... readers will feel the
sting of the cold surf, smell the acrid cordite that
hung in the air, and duck the zing of machinegun bullets whizzing overhead. The First Wave is
an absolute triumph.”—James M. Scott,
bestselling author of Target Tokyo “These pages
ooze with the unforgettable human drama of
history's most consequential invasion.”—John C.
McManus, author of The Dead and Those About
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to Die
Parachute Infantry - David Webster
2011-10-12
David Kenyon Webster’s memoir is a clear-eyed,
emotionally charged chronicle of youth,
camaraderie, and the chaos of war. Relying on
his own letters home and recollections he
penned just after his discharge, Webster gives a
first hand account of life in E Company, 101st
Airborne Division, crafting a memoir that
resonates with the immediacy of a gripping
novel. From the beaches of Normandy to the
blood-dimmed battlefields of Holland, here are
acts of courage and cowardice, moments of
irritating boredom punctuated by moments of
sheer terror, and pitched urban warfare.
Offering a remarkable snapshot of what it was
like to enter Germany in the last days of World
War II, Webster presents a vivid, varied cast of
young paratroopers from all walks of life, and
unforgettable glimpses of enemy soldiers and
hapless civilians caught up in the melee.

Parachute Infantry is at once harsh and moving,
boisterous and tragic, and stands today as an
unsurpassed chronicle of war—how men fight it,
survive it, and remember it. NOTE: This edition
does not include photos.
Behind Hitler's Lines - Thomas H. Taylor
2009-05-06
As the twentieth century closed, the veterans of
its defining war passed away at a rate of a
thousand per day. Fortunately, D-Day
paratrooper Joseph Beyrle met author Thomas
H. Taylor in time to record Behind Hitler's Lines,
the true story of the first American paratrooper
to land in Normandy and the only soldier to fight
for both the United States and the Soviet Union
against Nazi Germany. It is a story of battle,
followed by a succession of captures, escapes,
recaptures, and re-escapes, then battle once
more, in the final months of fighting on the
Eastern Front. For these unique experiences,
both President Bill Clinton and President Boris
Yeltsin honored Joe Beyrle on the fiftieth
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anniversary of V-E Day. Beyrle did not strive to
be a part of history, but history kept visiting him.
Twice before the invasion he parachuted into
Normandy, bearing gold for the French
resistance. D Day resulted in his capture, and he
was mistaken for a German line-crosser - a
soldier who had, in fact, died in the attempt.
Eventually Joe was held under guard at the
American embassy in Moscow, suspected of
being a Nazi assassin. Fingerprints saved him,
confirming that he'd been wounded five times,
and that he bore a safe-conduct pass written by
marshal Zhukov after the Wehrmacht wrested
Joe, at gunpoint, from execution by the Gestapo.
In the ruins of Warsaw his life was saved again,
this time by Polish nuns. Some of Joe's story is in
his own words - a voice that will be among the
last and best we hear firsthand from World War
II.
No Better Place to Die - Robert M. Murphy
2009-01-01
The you-are-there story of one of the most

ferocious small-unit combats in US history . . .As
part of the massive Allied invasion of Normandy,
three airborne divisions were dropped behind
enemy lines to sew confusion in the German rear
and prevent panzer reinforcements from
reaching the beaches. In the dark early hours of
D-Day, this confusion was achieved well enough,
as nearly every airborne unit missed its drop
zone, creating a kaleidoscope of small-unit
combat. Fortunately for the Allies, the 505th
Regimental Combat Team of the 82nd Airborne
Division hit on or near its drop zone. Its task was
to seize the vital crossroads of Ste M?re Eglise,
and to hold the bridge over the Merderet River
at nearby La Fi?re. Benefiting from dynamic
battlefield leadership, the paratroopers reached
the bridge, only to be met by wave after wave of
German tanks and infantry desperate to force
the crossing.Reinforced by glider troops, who
suffered terribly in their landings from the nowalert Germans, the 505th not only held the vital
bridge for three days but launched a
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counterattack in the teeth of enemy fire to
secure their objective once and for all, albeit at
gruesome cost. In No Better Place to Die, Robert
M. Murphy provides an objective narrative of
countless acts of heroism, almost breathtaking in
its "you are there" detail. No World War II
veteran is better known in 82nd Airborne circles
than Robert M. ("Bob") Murphy. A Pathfinder
and member of A Company, 505th PIR, Bob was
wounded three times in action, and made all four
combat jumps with his regiment, fighting in
Sicily, Italy, Normandy, and Holland. He was
decorated for valor for his role at La Fi?re, and
is a Chevalier of the French Legion of Honor.
After the war, he was instrumental in
establishing the 505th RCT Association.A
selection of the Military Book Club
Daily Life of U.S. Soldiers: From the
American Revolution to the Iraq War [3
volumes] - Christopher R. Mortenson
2019-06-30
This ground-breaking work explores the lives of

average soldiers from the American Revolution
through the 21st-century conflicts in Afghanistan
and Iraq. • Provides readers with an
understanding of the daily lives of soldiers in
America's wars, greatly complementing more
standard histories of battles and leaders • Offers
a curated collection of primary sources for each
conflict that illuminates the daily lives of US
soldiers during wartime • Includes detailed
bibliographies that offer many accessible
sources needed by students and researchers
looking to further explore the topics • Provides a
comprehensive chronology for each conflict that
helps readers to place it within the proper
historical context • Spans nearly 250 years of
national history from the American Revolution to
the Afghanistan War
Courage Has No Color, The True Story of
the Triple Nickles - Tanya Lee Stone
2013-01-22
They became America’s first black paratroopers.
Why was their story never told? Sibert Medalist
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Tanya Lee Stone reveals the history of the Triple
Nickles during World War II. World War II is
raging, and thousands of American soldiers are
fighting overseas against the injustices brought
on by Hitler. Back on the home front, the
injustice of discrimination against African
Americans plays out as much on Main Street as
in the military. Enlisted black men are
segregated from white soldiers and regularly
relegated to service duties. At Fort Benning,
Georgia, First Sergeant Walter Morris’s men
serve as guards at The Parachute School, while
the white soldiers prepare to be paratroopers.
Morris knows that for his men to be treated like
soldiers, they have to train and act like them, but
would the military elite and politicians recognize
the potential of these men as well as their
passion for serving their country? Tanya Lee
Stone examines the role of African Americans in
the military through the history of the Triple
Nickles, America’s first black paratroopers, who
fought in a little-known attack on the American

West by the Japanese. The 555th Parachute
Infantry Battalion, in the words of Morris,
“proved that the color of a man had nothing to
do with his ability.” From Courage Has No Color
What did it take to be a paratrooper in World
War II? Specialized training, extreme physical
fitness, courage, and — until the 555th
Parachute Infantry Battalion (the Triple Nickles)
was formed — white skin. It is 1943. Americans
are overseas fighting World War II to help keep
the world safe from Adolf Hitler’s tyranny, safe
from injustice, safe from discrimination. Yet
right here at home, people with white skin have
rights that people with black skin do not. What is
courage? What is strength? Perhaps it is being
ready to fight for your nation even when your
nation isn’t ready to fight for you. Front matter
includes a foreword by Ashley Bryan. Back
matter includes an author’s note, an appendix, a
time line, source notes, and a bibliography.
Courage Has No Color - The True Story of the
Triple Nickles - Tanya Lee Stone 2013-10-08
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This fascinating book reveals the history of the
Triple Nickles, the World War II African
American paratrooper unit. Readers will learn
about the discrimination these men faced in the
military, and the courage they displayed in their
daily lives.
Extraordinary Valor - William Reeder Jr.
2022-06-15
A Congressional Medal of Honor Account
Extraordinary Valor is the story of Special
Forces Major John Duffy’s Medal of Honor
gallantry at Firebase Charlie, and the heroism of
South Vietnamese paratrooper, Major Lê Văn
Mễ, who fought by his side. It is the true story of
their battle to defend Charlie Hill, a key to
holding Vietnam's Central Highlands during
North Vietnam's 1972 Easter Offensive. John
Joseph Duffy was born in New York City; Le Van
Mễ in a small village outside the old imperial
capital of Hue in South Vietnam. Living on
opposite sides of the globe, they come together
in the heat of war in Southeast Asia when Major

Duffy is assigned as the American advisor to the
elite South Vietnamese 11th Airborne Battalion
where Mễ is second in command. The battalion
receives the order to "Fight to the death" on
Charlie Hill. After two weeks of intense combat,
hundreds lay dead and those still standing are
out of food, water, and medical supplies. Their
ammunition is nearly gone. Duffy and Mễ draw
on their bond of friendship and trust to make a
selfless two-man last stand against the final
North Vietnamese human wave assault. Both are
badly wounded, Duffy multiple times. Their
heroic action allows 36 members of the 471-man
battalion to escape and be rescued. The rest are
killed, captured, or missing in action. This is
their story.
The Hump - Al Conetto 2015-10-02
Operation Hump, the first major battle between
the U.S. Army and the Viet Cong and North
Vietnamese forces, took place November 5-9,
1965, in South Vietnam's War Zone D. Known as
"The Hump," it would change the nature of the
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war, escalating it from a hit-and-run guerrilla
conflict to a bloody contest between Communist
main force units and American commands of
battalion size or larger. This memoir of an
Operation Hump survivor begins with the
sequence of events leading up to the battle, from
the French defeat at Dien Bien Phu in 1954.
Drawing on official Army documents and the
recollections of fellow combatants, the author
not only describes the battle in detail but
explains the war's basis in fabrications at the
highest levels of the U.S. government. His
experiences with PTSD after the war and his
eventual return to Vietnam in the 1990s are
included.
The 101st Airborne in Normandy, June 1944 Yves Buffetaut 2017-08-19
“A condensed ‘Band of Brothers’ with profiles of
Richard Winters and Easy company as well as
the German and American Generals . . . 5 stars”
(Army Rumour Service). 101st Airborne Division
was activated in August 1942 in Louisiana, and

its first combat mission was Operation Overlord.
On D-Day—June 6, 1944—101st and 82nd
Airborne dropped onto the Cotentin Peninsula
hours before the landings, tasked with capturing
bridges and positions, taking out German
strongpoints and batteries, and securing the
exits from Utah and Omaha Beaches. Things did
not initially go smoothly for 101st Airborne, with
cloud and antiaircraft fire disrupting the drops.
Casualties were high in some areas due to heavy
pre-registered German fire. Nevertheless, the
paratroopers fought on, and they did manage to
secure the crucial beach exits, even if they only
achieved a tenuous hold on some other
positions. A few days later, 101st Airborne was
tasked with attacking the German-held city of
Carentan as part of the consolidation of the US
beachheads and establishment of a defensive
line against the anticipated German
counteroffensive. The 101st forced its way into
Carentan on June 10 and 11. The Germans
withdrew the following day, and a
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counteroffensive was put down by elements of
the 2nd Armored Division. This fully illustrated
book details the planning of the airborne
element of D-Day and the execution of the plans
until the troops were withdrawn to prepare for
the next big airborne operation, Market Garden.
“Always good to read a detailed account of one
division’s contribution to Operation Overlord.
The detail is exceptional and fascinating.”
—Books Monthly
Clear, Hold, and Destroy - Robert J. Thompson
2021-05-06
By the end of the American War in Vietnam, the
coastal province of Phú Yên was one of the leastsecure provinces in the Republic of Vietnam. It
was also a prominent target of the American
strategy of pacification—an effort, purportedly
separate and distinct from conventional warfare,
to win the “hearts and minds” of the Vietnamese.
In Robert J. Thompson III’s analysis, the
consistent, and consistently unsuccessful,
struggle to place Phú Yên under Saigon’s banner

makes the province particularly fertile ground
for studying how the Americans advanced
pacification and why this effort ultimately failed.
In March 1970 a disastrous military engagement
began in Phú Yên, revealing the enemy’s
continued presence after more than three years
of pacification. Clear, Hold, and Destroy
provides a fresh perspective on the war across
multiple levels, from those making and
implementing policy to those affected by it. Most
pointedly, Thompson contends that pacification,
far from existing apart from conventional
warfare, actually depended on conventional
military forces for its application. His study
reaches back into Phú Yên’s storied history with
pacification before and during the French
colonial period, then focuses on the province
from the onset of the American war in 1965 to
its conclusion in 1975. A sharply focused, finegrained analysis of one critical province during
the Vietnam War, Thompson’s work
demonstrates how pacification is better
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understood as the foundation of U.S. fighting in
Vietnam.
The Chosen Few - Gregg Zoroya 2017-02-14
The never-before-told story of one of the most
decorated units in the war in Afghanistan and its
fifteen-month ordeal that culminated in the 2008
Battle of Wanat, the war's deadliest A single
company of US paratroopers--calling themselves
the "Chosen Few"--arrived in eastern
Afghanistan in late 2007 hoping to win the
hearts and minds of the remote mountain people
and extend the Afghan government's reach into
this wilderness. Instead, they spent the next
fifteen months in a desperate struggle, living
under almost continuous attack, forced into a
slow and grinding withdrawal, and always
outnumbered by Taliban fighters descending on
them from all sides. Month after month, rocketpropelled grenades, rockets, and machine-gun
fire poured down on the isolated and exposed
paratroopers as America's focus and military
resources shifted to Iraq. Just weeks before the

paratroopers were to go home, they faced their
last--and toughest--fight. Near the village of
Wanat in Nuristan province, an estimated three
hundred enemy fighters surrounded about fifty
of the Chosen Few and others defending a
partially finished combat base. Nine died and
more than two dozen were wounded that day in
July 2008, making it arguably the bloodiest
battle of the war in Afghanistan. The Chosen
Few would return home tempered by war. Two
among them would receive the Medal of Honor.
All of them would be forever changed.
Boys of the Clouds - Gary C. Boegel 2007-09
Boys of the Clouds tells the fascinating stories,
in their own words, of over seventy veterans of
the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion during the
Second World War. The Battalion, part of the
British 6th Airborne Division, was among the
very first Allied soldiers to land on French soil
on June 6, 1944. Despite a widely scattered
drop, they managed to take and hold all their
objectives on D-Day, and continued to hold off
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German counter attacks through that fateful
summer. After suffering heavy losses in
Normandy, the unit returned to England in
September 1944 to refit and train for the next
airborne operation. This training was
interrupted when they were hastily sent to
defend against the German offensive in the
Ardennes, commonly known as the Battle of the
Bulge. They were the only Canadian unit to take
part in this action. After the threat had passed,
and the German offensive halted, they once
again returned to England to prepare for the
next drop. This finally came on March 24, 1945
when the Allies were able to cross the Rhine in a
massive combined airborne and river crossing
operation, the largest the world has ever seen.
Success came quickly on the drop zone and
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within three days, they embarked on a hectic
journey that would take them from the Rhine
River all the way to Wismar on the Baltic Sea by
May 2nd, where they linked up with Russian
forces. This historic meeting signified the end of
the war in Europe. The Battalion then had the
honour of being the first Canadian unit to return
to Canada as a complete group. They landed in
Halifax to a tumultuous welcome and were
awarded the key to the city. Follow their
arduous and often hilarious journey and discover
why they joined up, what the parachute training
was like, especially their first jump, what it was
like jumping into action for the first time in
Normandy, the conditions in the Ardennes,
crossing the Rhine and the fateful trek to
Wismar to end the war. It's all here, in their own
words.
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