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discussed and the Tantric presentation of divinity; the preparation of
disciples and the meaning of initiation; symbolism of the mandala-palace
Tantric ritual and the twilight language. The third section explores the
Tantric teachings of the inner Zodiac and the fivefold ritual symbolism of
passion. The bibliographical research contains an analysis of the Tantric
section of the Kanjur exegesis and a selected Western Bibliography of
the Buddhist Tantras with comments.
The Princeton Dictionary of Buddhism - Robert E. Buswell Jr. 2013-11-24
With more than 5,000 entries totaling over a million words, this is the
most comprehensive and authoritative dictionary of Buddhism ever
produced in English. It is also the first to cover terms from all of the
canonical Buddhist languages and traditions: Sanskrit, Pali, Tibetan,
Chinese, Japanese, and Korean. Unlike reference works that focus on a
single Buddhist language or school, The Princeton Dictionary of
Buddhism bridges the major Buddhist traditions to provide encyclopedic
coverage of the most important terms, concepts, texts, authors, deities,
schools, monasteries, and geographical sites from across the history of
Buddhism. The main entries offer both a brief definition and a substantial
short essay on the broader meaning and significance of the term

眞言密教圖印集 - Lokesh Chandra 2001
The book is the first comprehensive and illustrated treasury of esoteric
mudras in the English language. Mudras in Japan by Lokesh Chandra
and his late wife Sharada Rani is a collection of symbolic hand postures
used in the rituals of Japanese Esoteric Buddhism of the Shingon
denomination. The mudras have been an integral part of Buddhist
iconography as well as of ritual. In Tantric rituals, the recitation of a
mantra was accompanied by a mudra, and a ritual action. In the
Mahavairocana-sutra, mudras are vital constituents of worship and
meditation. Japan has the earliest manuscript of the mudras. The most
ancient scroll is from the pen of Subhakarasimha of Nalanda, who lived
from 637 to 735. The copy at the Onjoji monastery is dated 855. Another
manuscript dated 864 has Mudras of the Susiddhi-tantra.
Buddhist Tantras - Alex Wayman 2020-03-26
First published in 1995. The volume is divided into four sections: The
introduction places the position of the Buddhist Tantras within Mahayana
Buddhism and recalls their early literary history, especially the
Guhyasamahatantra; the section also covers Buddhist Genesis and the
Tantric tradition. Next is the he foundations of the Buddhist Tantras are
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covered. Extensive cross-references allow readers to find related terms
and concepts. An appendix of Buddhist lists (for example, the four noble
truths and the thirty-two marks of the Buddha), a timeline, six maps, and
two diagrams are also included. Written and edited by two of today's
most eminent scholars of Buddhism, and more than a decade in the
making, this landmark work is an essential reference for every student,
scholar, or practitioner of Buddhism and for anyone else interested in
Asian religion, history, or philosophy. The most comprehensive dictionary
of Buddhism ever produced in English More than 5,000 entries totaling
over a million words The first dictionary to cover terms from all of the
canonical Buddhist languages and traditions--Sanskrit, Pali, Tibetan,
Chinese, Japanese, and Korean Detailed entries on the most important
terms, concepts, texts, authors, deities, schools, monasteries, and
geographical sites in the history of Buddhism Cross-references and
appendixes that allow readers to find related terms and look up
equivalent terms in multiple Buddhist languages Includes a list of
Buddhist lists, a timeline, and maps Also contains selected terms and
names in Thai, Burmese, Vietnamese, Lao, Khmer, Sinhalese, Newar, and
Mongolian
Indian Influence on the Art of Japan - Sampa Biswas 2010

commentary is as central to modern scholarship on Buddhism as it was
for ancient Buddhists. Lopez reveals unexpected points of instability and
contradiction in the Heart Sutra, which, in the end, turns out to be the
most malleable of texts, where the logic of commentary serves as a tool
of both tradition and transgression.
Buddhist World - Glen Valentine 2018-01-16
Buddhism is a religion practiced by an estimated 495 million in the
world, as of the 2010s, representing 9% to 10% of the world's total
population. China is the country with the largest population of Buddhists,
approximately 244 million or 18.2% of its total population. They are
mostly followers of Chinese schools of Mahayana, making this the largest
body of Buddhist traditions. Mahayana, also practiced in broader East
Asia, is followed by over half of world Buddhists. The second largest body
of Buddhist schools is Theravada, mostly followed in Southeast Asia. The
third and smallest body of schools, Vajrayana, is followed mostly in Tibet,
the Himalayan region, Mongolia and parts of Russia, but has been
disseminated throughout the world. Buddhism was almost entirely
unknown in western countries until the 19th century. European
diplomats and scholars who travelled and lived in Asia collected Buddhist
texts to have them translated into English, German and French.
Awareness of Buddhism arrived in the United States around the 1840's
when the first Chinese immigrants settled in the western part of the
country. Still, in general Buddhism remained poorly understood in the
west until the 1960's when the first Buddhist teachers started arriving
and quickly found thousands of followers. However curious westerners
without serious study tended to view Buddhism as more of a mystic
movement, rather than an encompassing spirituality involving
meditation. Buddhism gained more popularity across Western culture by
the end of the 20th century, when celebrities and other well-known
people like Steve Jobs, Richard Gere or Phil Jackson openly talked about
the positive influence Buddhism has had on their lives. The author of this
book has joined the debate and examines the issues bringing fresh
insights on the subject. In this book the author seeks to prove that the
consciousness of the individual and individuality, which at the empirical

Elaborations on Emptiness - Donald S. Lopez Jr. 2016-11-22
The Heart Sutra is perhaps the most famous Buddhist text, traditionally
regarded as a potent expression of emptiness and of the Buddha's
perfect wisdom. This brief, seemingly simple work was the subject of
more commentaries in Asia than any other sutra. In Elaborations on
Emptiness, Donald Lopez explores for the first time the elaborate
philosophical and ritual uses of the Heart Sutra in India, Tibet, and the
West. Included here are full translations of the eight extant Indian
commentaries. Interspersed with the translations are six essays that
examine the unusual roles the Heart Sutra has played: it has been used
as a mantra, an exorcism text, a tantric meditation guide, and as the
material for comparative philosophy. Taken together, the translations
and essays that form Elaborations on Emptiness demonstrate why
language-in-the-buddhist-tantra-of-japan-indic-ro
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level involves the rise of private property, family and the state, finds its
most sophisticated and rational expression in early Buddhism.
Nanzan Guide to Japanese Religions - Paul L. Swanson 2005-10-31
For updates online, visit the Nanzan Guide site at Nanzan Library of
Asian Religion and Culture. The Nanzan Guide to Japanese Religions
combines, for the first time in any language, state-of-the-field theoretical
and critical discussions with concrete resources students and scholars
need to conduct research on Japanese religions. Even seasoned scholars
typically approach their research in an unsystematic manner, becoming
familiar with a particular area of inquiry while remaining largely
unaware of what exists in the rest of the field. This inefficient method
hinders particularly less-experienced researchers and circumscribes
their lines of inquiry. The Nanzan Guide provides both beginners and
specialists with a reference that will serve as a basic introduction to
Japanese religions and allow them to conduct research more proficiently
and in greater depth. Overlapping and thought-provoking chapters,
written by leading specialists, offer a variety of perspectives on the
complicated and multifaceted field of Japanese religions. The essays are
divided into four sections: religious traditions (Japanese religions in
general, Shinto, Buddhism, folk religion, new religions, Christianity); the
history of Japanese religions (ancient, classical, medieval, early modern,
modern, contemporary); major themes (symbolism, ritual and the arts,
literature and scripture, state and religion, geography and environment,
intellectual history, gender); and "practical" essays (finding references
and using libraries, working with archive collections, conducting
fieldwork). A chronology of religion in Japanese history is also provided.
Principles of Buddhist Tantra - Kirti Tsenshap 2011-05-01
Kirti Tsenshap Rinpoche was a renowned teacher of Tibetan Buddhism
with students worldwide. Revered as a teacher by even the Dalai Lama,
he was known especially as a master of Buddhist tantra, the powerful
esoteric methods for attaining enlightenment swiftly. The teachings in
this book are a singular record of his deep learning in that field.
Originally delivered in California to a group of Western students, the
teachings comment on a classic introduction to tantra by the nineteenthlanguage-in-the-buddhist-tantra-of-japan-indic-ro

century Mongolian lama Choje Ngawang Palden. The work, Illumination
of the Tantric Tradition, is a staple even today of the curriculum for
training young monastics. Kirti Tsenshap Rinpoche explains the
distinctive features of the four classes of tantra--action tantra,
performance tantra, yoga tantra, and highest yoga tantra--by describing
the way to progress through their paths and levels. He illuminates key
issues in tantric practice that are still a matter for debate within the
tradition. Finally, he gives a special treatment of the unique methods of
Kalacakra tantra, which is regularly taught around the globe by His
Holiness the Dalai Lama.
Buddhism - Edward Conze 1994
Based on a series of Oxford lectures delivered by a leading Buddhist
scholar, this classic guide covers the entire range of Buddhist thought,
including spirituality, doctrine, and basic assumptions. An expert on the
subject who converted to Buddhism in the course of his studies, Dr.
Conze introduces Buddhism as both religion and philosophy, and
discusses its common ground with other faiths throughout the world. He
contrasts monastic and popular Buddhism and defines old and new
schools of thought, discussing sects and their practices, moral wisdom,
and literary history. Other subjects include the Yogacarins; the Tantra, or
magical Buddhism; and developments in the faith beyond India. The first
comprehensive English-language book on Buddhism, this volume offers a
concise approach to the complexities of Buddhist thought. A preface by a
distinguished scholar of Oriental literature, Arthur Waley, appears in this
edition.
Religion in Japan: Unity and Diversity - H. Byron Earhart 2013-01-01
This standard text explores religion in Japan as a complex tapestry of
different religious strands, reflecting both the unity and diversity of
Japanese culture, a theme Earhart pioneered in the first edition (1969) of
this enduring, classic book--a theme he has devoted subsequent decades
to refining through cutting-edge scholarship and keen observation of the
evolving religious scene. Tracing the development of religious traditions
from the prehistoric era through modern times, Earhart explores the
vital influence of Shinto, Buddhism, Daoism, Confucianism, and folk
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religion. Presuming no technical or academic background, the text
guides students to key Japanese religious themes, which include the
proximity of humans and gods, the religious character of the family, the
bond between religion and the nation, and the pervasiveness of religion
in everyday life. This new edition updates the description and
interpretation of the entire history of religion in Japan in light of the
latest developments in the field. In the latter chapters, changes in the
contemporary scene are highlighted, discussing Tokyo Disneyland,
manga, and anime as alternative reality, as well as the innovations in
more traditional events such as wedding ceremonies and rites for the
dead. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product
description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.
Tantra in Practice - David Gordon White 2018-06-26
As David White explains in the Introduction to Tantra in Practice, Tantra
is an Asian body of beliefs and practices that seeks to channel the divine
energy that grounds the universe, in creative and liberating ways. The
subsequent chapters reflect the wide geographical and temporal scope of
Tantra by examining thirty-six texts from China, India, Japan, Nepal, and
Tibet, ranging from the seventh century to the present day, and
representing the full range of Tantric experience--Buddhist, Hindu, Jain,
and even Islamic. Each text has been chosen and translated, often for the
first time, by an international expert in the field who also provides
detailed background material. Students of Asian religions and general
readers alike will find the book rich and informative. The book includes
plays, transcribed interviews, poetry, parodies, inscriptions, instructional
texts, scriptures, philosophical conjectures, dreams, and astronomical
speculations, each text illustrating one of the diverse traditions and
practices of Tantra. Thus, the nineteenth-century Indian Buddhist
Garland of Gems, a series of songs, warns against the illusion of
appearance by referring to bees, yogurt, and the fire of Malaya
Mountain; while fourteenth-century Chinese Buddhist manuscripts detail
how to prosper through the Seven Stars of the Northern Dipper by
burning incense, making offerings to scriptures, and chanting
incantations. In a transcribed conversation, a modern Hindu priest in
language-in-the-buddhist-tantra-of-japan-indic-ro

Bengal candidly explains how he serves the black Goddess Kali and feeds
temple skulls lentils, wine, or rice; a seventeenth-century Nepalese
Hindu praise-poem hammered into the golden doors to the temple of the
Goddess Taleju lists a king's faults and begs her forgiveness and grace.
An introduction accompanies each text, identifying its period and genre,
discussing the history and influence of the work, and identifying points of
particular interest or difficulty. The first book to bring together texts
from the entire range of Tantric phenomena, Tantra in Practice continues
the Princeton Readings in Religions series. The breadth of work included,
geographic areas spanned, and expert scholarship highlighting each
piece serve to expand our understanding of what it means to practice
Tantra.
The Bloomsbury Handbook of Japanese Religions - Erica Baffelli
2021-03-25
Providing an overview of current cutting-edge research in the field of
Japanese religions, this Handbook is the most up-to-date guide to
contemporary scholarship in the field. As well as charting innovative
research taking place, this book also points to new directions for future
research, covering both the modern and pre-modern periods. Edited by
Erica Baffelli, Andrea Castiglioni, and Fabio Rambelli, The Bloomsbury
Handbook of Japanese Religions includes essays by international scholars
from the USA, Europe, Japan, and New Zealand. Topics and themes
include gender, politics, the arts, economy, media, globalization, and
colonialism. The Bloomsbury Handbook of Japanese Religions is an
essential reference point for upper-level students and scholars of
Japanese religions as well as Japanese Studies more broadly.
Meeting the Buddhas - Vessantara 1993
An introduction the most well-known and important Buddhas, deities and
other sacred figures of Buddhism. Each is imaginatively brought to life
for the reader presenting their major characteristics along with
illustrations, visualizations, symbols, mantras and myths.
Tantric Traditions in Transmission and Translation - David B. Gray
2016-03-14
Tantric traditions in both Buddhism and Hinduism are thriving
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throughout Asia and in Asian diasporic communities around the world,
yet they have been largely ignored by Western scholars until now. This
collection of original essays fills this gap by examining the ways in which
Tantric Buddhist traditions have changed over time and distance as they
have spread across cultural boundaries in Asia. The book is divided into
three sections dedicated to South Asia, Central Asia, and East Asia. The
essays cover such topics as the changing ideal of masculinity in Buddhist
literature, the controversy triggered by the transmission of the Indian
Buddhist deity Heruka to Tibet in the 10th century, and the evolution of a
Chinese Buddhist Tantric tradition in the form of the True Buddha
School. The book as a whole addresses complex and contested categories
in the field of religious studies, including the concept of syncretism and
the various ways that the change and transformation of religious
traditions can be described and articulated. The authors, leading
scholars in Tantric studies, draw on a wide array of methodologies from
the fields of history, anthropology, art history, and sociology. Tantric
Traditions in Transmission and Translation is groundbreaking in its
attempt to look past religious, linguistic, and cultural boundaries.
Buddhism and Medicine - C. Pierce Salguero 2017-09-26
From its earliest days, Buddhism has been closely intertwined with
medicine. Buddhism and Medicine is a singular collection showcasing the
generative relationship and mutual influence between these fields across
premodern Asia. The anthology combines dozens of English-language
translations of premodern Buddhist texts with contextualizing
introductions by leading international scholars in Buddhist studies, the
history of medicine, and a range of other fields. These sources explore in
detail medical topics ranging from the development of fetal anatomy in
the womb to nursing, hospice, dietary regimen, magical powers,
visualization, and other healing knowledge. Works translated here
include meditation guides, popular narratives, ritual manuals, spells
texts, monastic disciplinary codes, recipe inscriptions, philosophical
treatises, poetry, works by physicians, and other genres. All together,
these selections and their introductions provide a comprehensive
overview of Buddhist healing throughout Asia. They also demonstrate the
language-in-the-buddhist-tantra-of-japan-indic-ro

central place of healing in Buddhist practice and in the daily life of the
premodern world.
Discourse and Ideology in Medieval Japanese Buddhism - Richard K.
Payne 2006-04-18
The medieval period of Japanese religious history is commonly known as
one in which there was a radical transformation of the religious culture.
This book suggests an alternate approach to understanding the dynamics
of that transformation. One main topic of analysis focuses on what
Buddhism - its practices and doctrines, its traditions and institutions meant for medieval Japanese peoples themselves. This is achieved by
using the notions of discourse and ideology and juxtaposing various
topics on shared linguistic practices and discursive worlds of medieval
Japanese Buddhism. Collating contributions from outstanding scholars in
the field of Buddhist Studies, the editors have created an important work
that builds on preliminary work on rethinking the importance and
meaning of Kamakura Buddhism published recently in English, and adds
greatly to the debate.
Marcel Duchamp and the Art of Life - Jacquelynn Baas 2019-11-19
A groundbreaking reading of Duchamp's work as informed by Asian
“esoterism, ” energetic spiritual practices identifying creative energy
with the erotic impulse. Considered by many to be the most important
artist of the twentieth century, the object of intensive critical scrutiny
and extensive theorizing, Marcel Duchamp remains an enigma. He may
be the most intellectual artist of all time; and yet, toward the end of his
life, he said, “If you wish, my art would be that of living: each second,
each breath is a work which is inscribed nowhere, which is neither visual
or cerebral.” In Marcel Duchamp and the Art of Life, Jacquelynn Baas
offers a groundbreaking new reading of Duchamp, arguing in particular
that his work may have been informed by Asian “esoterism, ” energetic
spiritual practices that identify creative energy with the erotic impulse.
Duchamp drew on a wide range of sources for his art, from science and
mathematics to alchemy. Largely overlooked, until now, have been Asian
spiritual practices, including Indo-Tibetan tantra. Baas presents evidence
that Duchamp's version of artistic realization was grounded in a western
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interpretation of Asian mind training and body energetics designed to
transform erotic energy into mental and spiritual liberation. She offers
close readings of many Duchamp works, beginning and ending with his
final work, the mysterious, shockingly explicit Étant donnés: 1° la chute
d'eau 2° le gaz d'éclairage, (Given: 1. The Waterfall, 2. The Illuminating
Gas). Generously illustrated, with many images in color, Marcel
Duchamp and the Art of Life speculates that Duchamp viewed art making
as part of an esoteric continuum grounded in Eros. It asks us to unlearn
what we think we know, about both art and life, in order to be open to
experience.
Tantric Buddhism in East Asia - Richard K. Payne 2006
While the tantric Buddhism found in the Indian and Tibetan traditions is
increasingly recognized, in East Asia tantric Buddhism remains largely
unknown. This collection brings together twelve key essays on tantric
Buddhism in East Asia, drawn from sources that are not commonly
available. The collection is organized into four sections: China and Korea,
Japan, Deities and Practices, and Influences on Japanese Religion.
Payne's work, which brings together in one place a "critical mass" of
scholarship, will create a sea change in the understanding of the history
of East Asian Buddhism and Tantra.
Shingon - Taikō Yamasaki 1988

institutions in contemporary, global economic systems-particularly in
Europe and the United States over the last century and half. These
innovative essays on the interfaces between Buddhism and capitalism
will prompt readers to rethink the connection between Buddhism and
secular society. Case studies include digital capitalism, tourism, and
monasticism, and are drawn from the USA, Tibet, China, Japan, and
Thailand.
The Dao Companion to Japanese Buddhist Philosophy - Gereon Kopf
2019-06-03
The volume introduces the central themes in and the main figures of
Japanese Buddhist philosophy. It will have two sections, one that
discusses general topics relevant to Japanese Buddhist philosophy and
one that reads the work of the main Japanese Buddhist philosophers in
the context of comparative philosophy. It combines basic information
with cutting edge scholarship considering recent publications in
Japanese, Chinese, English, and other European languages. As such, it
will be an invaluable tool for professors teaching courses in Asian and
global philosophy, undergraduate and graduate students, as well as the
people generally interested in philosophy and/or Buddhism.
The Oxford Handbook of Buddhist Practice - Kevin Trainor 2022
"This Handbook provides a state-of-the-art exploration of several key
dynamics in current studies of the Buddhist tradition with a focus on
practice. Embodiment, materiality, emotion, and gender shape the way
most Buddhists engage with their traditions, in contrast to popular
representations of Buddhism as spiritual, disembodied, and largely
devoid of ritual. This volume highlights how practice often represents a
fluid, dynamic, and strategic means of defining identity and negotiating
the challenges of everyday life. Essays explore the transformational aims
of practices that require practitioners to move, gesture, and emote in
prescribed ways, including the ways that scholars' own embodied
practices are integral to their research methodology. The chapters are
written by acknowledged experts in their respective subject areas and
taken together offer an overview of current thinking in the field. The
volume is of particular value to scholars who seek an orientation to

The Religious Traditions of Japan 500-1600 - Richard Bowring
2005-09-15
The first English-language overview of the interaction of Buddhism and
Shinta in Japanese culture.
Buddhism under Capitalism - Richard K. Payne 2022-10-06
This book argues that Buddhism has spread due to globalized capitalism,
and explores how capitalism is also impacting Buddhists and Buddhism
today. Edited by two leading scholars in Buddhist studies, the book
examines how capitalism and neo-liberalism have shaped global
perceptions of Buddhism, as well as specific local practices and attitudes.
It examines the institutional practices that sustained the spread of
Buddhism for two and a half millennia, and the adaptation of Buddhist
language-in-the-buddhist-tantra-of-japan-indic-ro
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current perspectives on important conceptual, theoretical, and
methodological concerns that are shaping the field in areas outside their
primary expertise. The inclusion of substantial, up-to-date bibliographies
also makes the volume an important guide to current scholarship"-Tantra of the Tachikawa Ryu - John Stevens 2010
"Enlightenment can only be realized through sexual union, the supreme
Buddha activity."
Jewels, Jewelry, and Other Shiny Things in the Buddhist Imaginary Vanessa R. Sasson 2021-09-30
Renunciation is a core value in the Buddhist tradition, but Buddhism is
not necessarily austere. Jewels—along with heavenly flowers, rays of
rainbow light, and dazzling deities—shape the literature and the material
reality of the tradition. They decorate temples, fill reliquaries, are used
as metaphors, and sprout out of imagined Buddha fields. Moreover,
jewels reflect a particular type of currency often used to make the
Buddhist world go round: merit in exchange for wealth. Regardless of
whether the Buddhist community has theoretically transcended the need
for them or not, jewels—and the paradox they represent—are
everywhere. Scholarship has often looked past this splendor, favoring the
theory of renunciation instead, but in this volume, scholars from a wide
range of disciplines consider the role jewels play in the Buddhist
imaginary, putting them front and center for the first time. Following an
introduction that relates the colorful story of the Emerald Buddha, one of
the most famous jewels in the world, chapters explore the function of
jewels as personal identifiers in Buddhist and other Indian religious
traditions; Buddhaghosa’s commentary on the Jewel Sutta; the paradox
of the Buddha’s bejeweled status before and after renunciation; and the
connection in early Buddhism between jewels, magnificence, and virtue.
The Newars of Nepal are the focus of a chapter that looks at their
gemology and associations between gems and celestial deities.
Contributors analyze the Fifth Dalai Lama’s reliquary, known as the “sole
ornament of the world”; the transformation of relic jewels into precious
substances and their connection to the Piprahwa stupa in Northern India
and the Nanjing Porcelain Pagoda. Final chapters offer detailed studies
language-in-the-buddhist-tantra-of-japan-indic-ro

of ritual engagement with the deity known as Wish-Fulfilling Jewel
Avalokiteśvara and its role in the new Japanese lay Buddhist religious
movement Shinnyo-en. Engaging and accessible, Jewels, Jewelry, and
Other Shiny Things in the Buddhist Imaginary will provide readers with
an opportunity to look beyond a common misconception about Buddhism
and bring its lived tradition into wider discussion.
Indian Esoteric Buddhism - Ronald M. Davidson 2002
Despite the rapid spread of Buddhism -- especially the esoteric system of
Tantra, one of its most popular yet most misunderstood forms -- the
historical origins of Buddhist thought and practice remain obscure. This
groundbreaking work describes the genesis of the Tantric movement in
early medieval India, where it developed as a response to, and in some
ways an example of, the feudalization of Indian society. Drawing on
primary documents -- many translated for the first time -- from Sanskrit,
Prakrit, Tibetan, Bengali, and Chinese, Ronald Davidson shows how
changes in medieval Indian society, including economic and patronage
crises, a decline in women's participation, and the formation of large
monastic orders, led to the rise of the esoteric tradition in India that
became the model for Buddhist cultures in China, Tibet, and Japan.
University of Michigan Official Publication - University of Michigan
1993
Each number is the catalogue of a specific school or college of the
University.
Tantra in Tibet - Tsong-kha-pa Blo-bzang-grags-pa 1987
Tantra is Tibet consists of three parts published under the auspices of
the Dalai Lama:The Great Exposition of Secret Mantra-Part I by Tsongka-pa is one of the principal classic texts on tantra. It presents the main
features common to all the Buddhist tantra systems as well as the
difference between sutra and tantra.
Imagining Asia(s) - Andrea Acri 2019-10-23
As a continent lying to the east of Europe, Asia has been malleable to
different spatial and temporal imaginations and politics. Recent
scholarship has highlighted how the seemingly self-contained regional
configurations of West and Central Asia, South and Southeast Asia, and
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East Asia carved by the Area Studies paradigm reflect changing
(geo)political and economic interests than historical or cultural roots.
This volume advances the question as to what Asia is, and as to whether
there existed one or many Asia(s). It seeks to explore Asian societies as
interconnected formations through trajectories/networks of circulation of
people, ideas, and objects in the longue durée. Moving beyond the
divides of Area Studies scholarship and the arbitrary borders set by late
colonial empires and the rise of post-colonial nation-states, this volume
maps critically the configuration of contact zones in which mobile bodies,
minds, and cultures interact to foster new images, identities, and
imaginations of Asia.
Language in the Buddhist Tantra of Japan - Richard K. Payne 2018-08-09
Language in the Buddhist Tantra of Japan dismantles the preconception
that Buddhism is a religion of mystical silence, arguing that language is
in fact central to the Buddhist tradition. By examining the use of
'extraordinary language'-evocations calling on the power of the Buddhain Japanese Buddhist Tantra, Richard K. Payne shows that such language
was not simply cultural baggage carried by Buddhist practitioners from
South to East Asia. Rather, such language was a key element in the
propagation of new forms of belief and practice. In contrast to Western
approaches to the philosophy of language, which are grounded in
viewing language as a form of communication, this book argues that it is
the Indian and East Asian philosophies of language that shed light on the
use of language in meditative and ritual practices in Japan. It also
illuminates why language was conceived as an effective means of
progress on the path from delusion to awakening.
The Culture of Secrecy in Japanese Religion - Bernhard Scheid
2015-04-22
The Japanese Middle Ages were a period when forms of secrecy
dominated religious practice. This fascinating collection traces out the
secret characteristics and practices in Japanese religion, as well as
analyzing the decline of religious esotericism in Japan. The essays in this
impressive work refer to Esoteric Buddhism as the core of Japan’s
"culture of secrecy". Esoteric Buddhism developed in almost all Buddhist
language-in-the-buddhist-tantra-of-japan-indic-ro

countries of Asia, but it was of particular importance in Japan where its
impact went far beyond the borders of Buddhism, also affecting Shinto as
well as non-religious forms of discourse. The contributors focus on the
impact of Esoteric Buddhism on Japanese culture, and also include
comparative chapters on India and China. Whilst concentrating on the
Japanese medieval period, this book will give readers familiar with
present day Japan, many explanations for the still visible remnants of
Japan’s medieval culture of secrecy.
Esoteric Buddhism and the Tantras in East Asia - Charles Orzech 2011
This volume, the result of an international collaboration of forty scholars,
provides a comprehensive resource on Esoteric Buddhism and the
Tantras in their Chinese, Korean, and Japanese contexts from the first
few centuries of the common era to the present.
The Inner Kālacakratantra - Vesna A. Wallace 2001
The Kalacakratantra is the latest and most comprehensive Buddhist
Tantra that is available in its original Sanskrit. The Kalacakratantra's five
chapters are classified into three categories: outer, inner, and other
Kalacakratantra. This text focuses on the inner Kalacakratantra.
Methods in Buddhist Studies - Scott A. Mitchell 2019-06-27
Both a demonstration of and critical self-reflection on method, this book
explores how methodologies shape our understanding of the diversity of
Buddhist traditions in the past and the present. International
contributors from the West and Asia explore case studies and reflect on
methods in the study of Buddhism, united in their debt to Richard K.
Payne, the influential Buddhist studies scholar. Methods in Buddhist
Studies features new translations of Buddhist works as well as
ethnographic studies on contemporary Buddhism in the United States
and China. Topics discussed include Buddhist practices in relation to
food, material culture, and imperial rituals; the development of modern
Buddhist universities; the construction of the canon from the perspective
of history, textual analysis, and ritual studies; and the ethical obligations
of scholars toward the subject of Buddhism itself. Chapters are drawn
from Payne's students and his colleagues, demonstrating the breadth of
his intellectual interests. Payne's scholarship has left a remarkable
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impact on the field, making this volume essential reading for students
and scholars of contemporary Buddhism and Buddhist studies.
The Enlightenment of Vairocana - Alex Wayman 1992
Buddhist tantric works.
Tantric Poetry of Kūkai (Kōbō Daishi), Japan's Buddhist Saint 1987
Includes excerpts from 'The Mahavairocana Sutra' and I-Hsing's
'Commentary of the Sutra'.
Transformations and Transfer of Tantra in Asia and Beyond - István Keul
2012-01-27
The essays in this volume, written by specialists working in the field of
tantric studies, attempt to trace processes of transformation and transfer
that occurred in the history of tantra from around the seventh century
and up to the present. The volume gathers contributions on South Asia,
Tibet, China, Mongolia, Japan, North America, and Western Europe. The
chapters cover a wide thematic area, which includes modern Bengali
tantric practitioners, tantric ritual in medieval China, the South Asian
cults of the mother goddesses, the way of Buddhism into Mongolia, and
countercultural echoes of contemporary tantric studies.
Language in the Buddhist Tantra of Japan - Richard K. Payne
2018-08-09
Language in the Buddhist Tantra of Japan dismantles the preconception
that Buddhism is a religion of mystical silence, arguing that language is
in fact central to the Buddhist tradition. By examining the use of
'extraordinary language'-evocations calling on the power of the Buddhain Japanese Buddhist Tantra, Richard K. Payne shows that such language
was not simply cultural baggage carried by Buddhist practitioners from
South to East Asia. Rather, such language was a key element in the
propagation of new forms of belief and practice. In contrast to Western
approaches to the philosophy of language, which are grounded in
viewing language as a form of communication, this book argues that it is
the Indian and East Asian philosophies of language that shed light on the
use of language in meditative and ritual practices in Japan. It also
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illuminates why language was conceived as an effective means of
progress on the path from delusion to awakening.
Making Sense of Tantric Buddhism - Christian K. Wedemeyer 2014-05-06
Making Sense of Tantric Buddhism fundamentally rethinks the nature of
the transgressive theories and practices of the Buddhist Tantric
traditions, challenging the notion that the Tantras were “marginal” or
primitive and situating them instead—both ideologically and
institutionally—within larger trends in mainstream Buddhist and Indian
culture. Critically surveying prior scholarship, Wedemeyer exposes the
fallacies of attributing Tantric transgression to either the passions of
lusty monks, primitive tribal rites, or slavish imitation of Saiva traditions.
Through comparative analysis of modern historical narratives—that
depict Tantrism as a degenerate form of Buddhism, a primal religious
undercurrent, or medieval ritualism—he likewise demonstrates these to
be stock patterns in the European historical imagination. Through close
analysis of primary sources, Wedemeyer reveals the lived world of
Tantric Buddhism as largely continuous with the Indian religious
mainstream and deploys contemporary methods of semiotic and
structural analysis to make sense of its seemingly repellent and immoral
injunctions. Innovative, semiological readings of the influential
Guhyasamaja Tantra underscore the text’s overriding concern with
purity, pollution, and transcendent insight—issues shared by all Indic
religions—and a large-scale, quantitative study of Tantric literature
shows its radical antinomianism to be a highly managed ritual
observance restricted to a sacerdotal elite. These insights into Tantric
scripture and ritual clarify the continuities between South Asian
Tantrism and broader currents in Indian religion, illustrating how
thoroughly these “radical” communities were integrated into the
intellectual, institutional, and social structures of South Asian Buddhism.
Zen Ritual - Steven Heine 2008
Written by prominent scholars, this text covers rituals from the early
Chan period to modern Japan and key developments that occurred in the
Linji/Rinzai and Caodon/Soto schools. It describes how rituals mould the
lives of its practitioners in accordance with the ideal of Zen awakening.
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