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Scandinavia (1536–ca. 1750) Volume 3: The Promised Land Christian Cultures in Modern Scandinavia (ca.
1750–ca. 1920)
Old Norse-Icelandic Literature - Heather O'Donoghue 2004-02-27
From runic inscriptions to sagas, this book introduces readers to the colourful world of Old Norse-Icelandic
literature. An introduction to the colourful world of Old Norse-Icelandic literature. Covers mythology and
family sagas, as well as less well-known areas, such as oral story-telling, Eddaic verse and skaldic verse. An
introduction helps readers to appreciate the language and culture of the first settlers in Iceland. Looks at
the reception of Old-Norse-Icelandic literature over the ages, as views of the vikings have changed. Shows
how a whole range of authors from Shakespeare to Seamus Heaney have been influenced by Old NorseIcelandic literature.
Ideology and Power in the Viking and Middle Ages - 2011-04-21
This book analyses the Nordic pre-Christian ideology of rulership, and its confrontation with, survival into
and adaptation to the European Christian ideals during the transition from the Viking to the Middle Ages
from the ninth to the thirteenth century.
Icelandic Sagas and Other Historical Documents Relating to the Settlements and Descents of the
Northmen on the British Isles ... - Guðbrandur Vigfússon 1887

Faroe-Islander Saga - Robert K. Painter 2015-12-01
This new English translation of the Faroe-Islander Saga (Faereyinga saga)—a great medieval Icelandic
saga—tells the story of the first settlers on these wind-swept islands at the edge of the Scandinavian world.
Written by an anonymous 13th-century Icelander, the saga centers on the enduring animosity between
Sigmundur Brestirsson and Thrandur of Göta, rival chieftains whose bitter disagreements on the
introduction of Christianity to the Faroe Islands set the stage for much violence and a feud which then
unfolds over generations of their descendants. Making the saga accessible to a wider English readership,
the translation is accompanied by a brief introduction, explanatory notes, genealogical and chronological
tables, detailed maps and an excerpt from Jomsvikings’ Saga which informs missing passages from the
Faroe-Islander Saga manuscripts.
Ivory Vikings - Nancy Marie Brown 2015-09
In the early 1800s, on a Hebridean beach in Scotland, the sea exposed an ancient treasure cache: 93
chessmen carved from walrus ivory. Norse netsuke, each face individual, each full of quirks, the Lewis
Chessmen are probably the most famous chess pieces in the world. Harry played Wizard's Chess with them
in Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone. Housed at the British Museum, they are among its most visited
and beloved objects.Questions abounded: Who carved them? Where? Ivory Vikings explores these mysteries
by connecting medieval Icelandic sagas with modern archaeology, art history, forensics, and the history of
board games. In the process, Ivory Vikings presents a vivid history of the 400 years when the Vikings ruled
the North Atlantic, and the sea-road connected countries and islands we think of as far apart and culturally
distinct: Norway and Scotland, Ireland and Iceland, and Greenland and North America. The story of the
Lewis chessmen explains the economic lure behind the Viking voyages to the west in the 800s and 900s.
And finally, it brings from the shadows an extraordinarily talented woman artist of the twelfth century:
Margret the Adroit of Iceland.
A Piece of Horse Liver - Jón Hnefill Aðalsteinsson 1998
A collection of eight lectures, now translated into English, which clearly reappraise Old Norse religion and
Old Icelandic folk beliefs. Topics include a reinterpretation of the gods and giants of Old Norse, including
their genealogy, their conflicts and relationships with all nature. Adelsteinsson also considers efforts by
saga writers to unite elements of Christianity and earlier beliefs. He examines sagas to find evidence for
animal and human sacrifice, such as the night-time murder of a young couple in bed at the end of an
autumn sacrifice recounted in Gísla saga Súrssonar . This appealing book concludes with discussions of
giants and elves and the art of wrestling with ghosts: a phenomenon that is still recorded in Iceland today.
Extracts are presented in Old Icelandic with English translations.
Tracing the Jerusalem Code - Kristin B. Aavitsland 2021-04-19
With the aim to write the history of Christianity in Scandinavia with Jerusalem as a lens, this book
investigates the image – or rather the imagination – of Jerusalem in the religious, political, and artistic
cultures of Scandinavia through most of the second millennium. Jerusalem is conceived as a code to
Christian cultures in Scandinavia. The first volume is dealing with the different notions of Jerusalem in the
Middle Ages. Tracing the Jerusalem Code in three volumes Volume 1: The Holy City Christian Cultures in
Medieval Scandinavia (ca. 1100–1536) Volume 2: The Chosen People Christian Cultures in Early Modern
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Origin Legends in Early Medieval Western Europe - 2022-07-25
This volume contains work by scholars actively publishing on origin legends across early medieval western
Europe, from the fall of Rome to the high Middle Ages. Its thematic structure creates dialogue between
texts and regions traditionally studied in isolation.
An Orkney Tapestry - George MacKay Brown 2021-08-03
First published in 1969, An Orkney Tapestry, George Mackay Brown's seminal work, is a unique look at
Orkney through the eye of a poet. Originally commissioned by his publisher as an introduction to the
Orkney Islands, Brown approached the writing from a unique perspective and went on to produce a rich
fusion of ballad, folk tale, short story, drama, and environmental writing. The book, written at an early
stage in the author’s career, explores themes that appear in his later work and was a landmark in Brown’s
development as a writer. Above all, it is a celebration of Orkney's people, language and history. This edition
reproduces Sylvia Wishart’s beautiful illustrations, commissioned for the original hardback. Made available
again for the first time in over 40 years, this new edition sits alongside Nan Shepherd’s The Living
Mountain as an important precursor of environmental writing by the likes of Kathleen Jamie, Robert
Macfarlane, Malachy Tallack and, most recently, Amy Liptrot.
Energy at the End of the World - Laura Watts 2019-01-15
Making local energy futures, from marine energy to hydrogen fuel, at the edge of the world. The islands of
Orkney, off the northern coast of Scotland, are closer to the Arctic Circle than to London. Surrounded by
fierce seas and shrouded by clouds and mist, the islands seem to mark the edge of the known world. And
yet they are a center for energy technology innovation, from marine energy to hydrogen fuel networks,
attracting the interest of venture capitalists and local communities. In this book, Laura Watts tells a story of
making energy futures at the edge of the world. Orkney, Watts tells us, has been making technology for six
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thousand years, from arrowheads and stone circles to wave and tide energy prototypes. Artifacts and traces
of all the ages—Stone, Bronze, Iron, Viking, Silicon—are visible everywhere. The islanders turned to energy
innovation when forced to contend with an energy infrastructure they had outgrown. Today, Orkney is
home to the European Marine Energy Centre, established in 2003. There are about forty open-sea marine
energy test facilities in the world, many of which draw on Orkney expertise. The islands generate more
renewable energy than they use, are growing hydrogen fuel and electric car networks, and have hundreds
of locally owned micro wind turbines and a decade-old smart grid. Mixing storytelling and ethnography,
empiricism and lyricism, Watts tells an Orkney energy saga—an account of how the islands are creating
their own low-carbon future in the face of the seemingly impossible. The Orkney Islands, Watts shows, are
playing a long game, making energy futures for another six thousand years.
Beside the Ocean of Time - George Mackay Brown 1994
1994 Booker Prize short-listed story of Thorfinn Ragnarson's dreams re-living his birthplace.
West Over Sea - Beverley Ballin Smith 2007
This volume is a collection of 30 papers on the broad subject of the Scandinavian expansion westwards to
Britain, Ireland and the North Atlantic, with a particular emphasis on settlement. The volume has been
prepared in tribute to the work of Barbara E. Crawford on this subject, and to celebrate the twentieth
anniversary of the publication of her seminal book, Scandinavian Scotland. Reflecting Dr Crawford's
interests, the papers cover a range of disciplines, and are arranged into four main sections: History and
Cultural Contacts; The Church and the Cult of Saints; Archaeology, Material Culture and Settlement; PlaceNames and Language. The combination provides a variety of new perspectives both on the Viking
expansion and on Scandinavia's continued contacts across the North Sea in the post-Viking
period.Contributors include: Lesley Abrams, Haki Antonsson, Beverley Ballin Smith, James Barrett, Paul
Bibire, Nicholas Brooks, Dauvit Broun, Margaret Cormac, Neil Curtis, Clare Downham, Gillian FellowsJensen, Ian Fisher, Katherine Forsyth, Peder Gammeltoft, Sarah Jane Gibbon, Mark Hall, Hans Emil Liden,
Christopher Lowe, Joanne McKenzie, Christopher Morris, Elizabeth Okasha, Elizabeth Ridel, Liv Schei, Jón
Viðar Sigurðsson, Brian Smith, Steffen Stumann Hansen, Frans Arne Stylegård, Simon Taylor, William
Thomson, Gareth Williams, Doreen Waugh and Alex Woolf.
Crimsoning the Eagle's Claw - Rognvaldr Kali Kolsson 2014-09-19
A genuinely unique European treasure, this volume bristles with the Viking verses of Rognvaldr, Earl of
Orkney, recorded in Orkneyinga Saga. Full of highly stylised, often grotesque images, Ian Crockatt’s
masterly translations convey the skill, vigour and daring of the original. Skaldic poetry is one of the most
elaborate and original in European literature and this collection finally brings it to the deserved attention of
the Englishlanguage reader. Rich narratives and old Norse mythology blend with familiar placenames and
landscapes to create a peculiarly alluring, sometimes comic, world that never quite settles around the
reader. Spirited and generous, these poems give us precious glimpses of a life lived to the full.
Anglo-Norman Studies XVII - Christopher Harper-Bill 1995

This compelling Icelandic history describes the life of King Harald Hardradi, from his battles across Europe
and Russia to his final assault on England in 1066, less than three weeks before the invasion of William the
Conqueror. It was a battle that led to his death and marked the end of an era in which Europe had been
dominated by the threat of Scandinavian forces. Despite England's triumph, it also played a crucial part in
fatally weakening the English army immediately prior to the Norman Conquest, changing the course of
history. Taken from the Heimskringla - Snorri Sturluson's complete account of Norway from prehistoric
times to 1177 - this is a brilliantly human depiction of the turbulent life and savage death of the last great
Norse warrior-king.
Heads Will Roll - 2012-01-20
Capitalizing upon the enduring fascination with decapitation in European culture, this collection examines-through a variety of critical lenses--the recurring "roles/rolls" of severed human heads in the medieval and
early modern imagination.
A History of Icelandic Literature - Daisy L. Neijmann 2006-01-01
As complete a history as possible of the literature of Iceland.
Routledge Revivals: Medieval Scandinavia (1993) - Phillip Pulsiano 2017-07-05
First published in 1993, Medieval Scandinavia: An Encyclopedia covers every aspect of the region during
the Middle Ages, including rulers and saints, overviews of the countries, religion, education, politics and
law, culture and material life, history, literature, and art. Written by a team of expert contributors, the
encyclopedia offers those who lack command of the various Scandinavian languages a basic tool for the
study of Medieval Scandinavia from roughly the Migration Period to the Reformation. With full-page maps,
useful supplementary photos, cross-references and a comprehensive index, this work will be a valuable and
absorbing volume for students of the Norse sagas, the Viking age, and Old English history and literature,
and for anyone interested in the cultural and historical heritage of Scandinavia.
The Elder Edda - 2013-11-07
Part of a new series Legends from the Ancient North, The Elder Edda is one of the classic books that
influenced JRR Tolkien's The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings 'So the company of men led a careless life,
All was well with them: until One began To encompass evil, an enemy from hell. Grendel they called this
cruel spirit...' J.R.R. Tolkien spent much of his life studying, translating and teaching the great epic stories
of northern Europe, filled with heroes, dragons, trolls, dwarves and magic. He was hugely influential for his
advocacy of Beowulf as a great work of literature and, even if he had never written The Hobbit and The
Lord of the Rings, would be recognised today as a significant figure in the rediscovery of these
extraordinary tales. Legends from the Ancient North brings together from Penguin Classics five of the key
works behind Tolkien's fiction.They are startling, brutal, strange pieces of writing, with an elemental power
brilliantly preserved in these translations.They plunge the reader into a world of treachery, quests, chivalry,
trials of strength.They are the most ancient narratives that exist from northern Europe and bring us as near
as we will ever get to the origins of the magical landscape of Middle-earth (Midgard) which Tolkien remade
in the 20th century.
History of Everyday Life in Medieval Scotland - Edward J Cowan 2011-06-06
This book examines the ordinary, routine, daily behaviour, experiences and beliefs of people in Scotland
from the earliest times to 1600.
Stories from the Northern Sagas - Albany Featherstonehaugh Major 1899

Kings' Sagas and Norwegian History - Shami Ghosh 2011-09-23
Surveying the past two decades of scholarship on the medieval historiography of Norway, this book
provides a critical appraisal of the principal issues involved in the study of the primary sources and the key
areas of scholarship and future research.
Orkney Folk Tales - Tom Muir 2014-03-03
The Orkney Islands are a place of mystery and magic, where the past and the present meet, ancient
standing stones walk and burial mounds are the home of the trows. Orkney Folk Tales walks the reader
across invisible islands that are home to fin folk and mermaids, and seals that are often far more than they
appear to be. Here Orkney witches raise storms and predict the outcome of battles, ghosts seek revenge
and the Devil sits in the rafters of St Magnus Cathedral, taking notes! Using ancient tales told by the
firesides of the Picts and Vikings, storyteller Tom Muir takes the reader on a magical journey where he
reveals how the islands were created from the teeth of a monster, how a giant built lochs and hills in his
greed for fertile land, and how the waves are controlled by the hand of a goddess.
King Harald's Saga - Snorri Sturluson 2005-04-28
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The Sea kings - R. Andrew McDonald 2020-05-28
The archipelagic kingdoms of Man and the Isles that flourished from the last quarter of the eleventh
century down to the middle of the thirteenth century represent two forgotten kingdoms of the medieval
British Isles. They were ruled by powerful individuals, with unquestionably regnal status, who interacted in
a variety of ways with rulers of surrounding lands and who left their footprint on a wide range of written
documents and upon the very landscapes and seascapes of the islands they ruled. Yet British history has
tended to overlook these Late Norse maritime empires, which thrived for two centuries on the Atlantic
frontiers of Britain. This book represents the first ever overview of both Manx and Hebridean dynasties that
dominated Man and the Isles from the late eleventh to the mid-thirteenth centuries. Coverage is broad and
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is not restricted to politics and warfare. An introductory chapter examines the maritime context of the
kingdoms in light of recent work in the field of maritime history, while subsequent chronological and
narrative chapters trace the history of the kingdoms from their origins through their maturity to their
demise in the thirteenth century. Separate chapters examine the economy and society, church and religion,
power and architecture.
The Northern Earldoms - Barbara Crawford 2020-09-10
The medieval earldoms of Orkney and Caithness were positioned between two worlds, the Norwegian and
the Scottish. They were a maritime lordship divided, or united, by the turbulent waters of the Pentland
Firth. This unlikely combination of island and mainland territory survived as a single lordship for 600 years,
against the odds. Growing out of the Viking maelstrom of the early Middle Ages, it became an established
and wealthy principality which dominated northern waters, with a renowned dynasty of earls. Despite their
peripheral location these earls were fully in touch with the kingdoms of Norway and Scotland and
increasingly subject to the rulers of these kingdoms. How they maintained their independence and how
they survived the clash of loyalties are themes explored in this book from the early Viking age to the late
medieval era when the powerful feudal Sinclair earls ruled the islands and regained possession of
Caithness. This is a story of the time when the Northern Isles of Scotland were part of a different national
entity which explains the background to the non-Gaelic culture of this locality, when links across the North
Sea were as important as links with the kingdom of Scotland to the south.
George Mackay Brown and the Scottish Catholic Imagination - Linden Bicket 2020-03-31
This lively new study is the very first book to offer an absorbing history of the uncharted territory that is
Scottish Catholic fiction. For Scottish Catholic writers of the twentieth century, faith was the key influence
on both their artistic process and creative vision. By focusing on one of the best known of Scotland's
literary converts, George Mackay Brown, this book explores both the Scottish Catholic modernist
movement of the twentieth century and the particularities of Brown's writing which have been routinely
overlooked by previous studies. The book provides sustained and illuminating close readings of key texts in
Brown's corpus and includes detailed comparisons between Brown's writing and an established canon of
Catholic writers, including Graham Greene, Muriel Spark, and Flannery O'Connor.This timely book reveals
that Brown's Catholic imagination extended far beyond the 'small green world' of Orkney and ultimately
embraced a universal human experience.
The Legends of the Saints in Old Norse-Icelandic Prose - Kirsten Wolf 2013-01-01
With The Legends of the Saints in Old Norse–Icelandic Prose, Kirsten Wolf has undertaken a complete
revision of the fifty-year-old handlistThe Lives of the Saints in Old Norse Prose.
The Stewart Earls of Orkney - Peter Anderson 2013-05-13
For almost a century the islands of Orkney and Shetland were under the rule of the Stewart earls, father
and son, a rule remarkable for its infamous reputation in island history. Robert Stewart was an illegitimate
son of James V, king of Scots, who seized power in Orkney in the 1560s and was created earl of Shetland in
1581. Robert's son was the extraordinary and ill-starred Earl Patrick, 'Black Patie', whose execution for
treason in 1615 brought the era to a close. This book has its foundations in two previous books by Peter
Anderson, one on each character.
The Orkneyinga Saga - Joseph Anderson 1873

Tom Bjornstad highlights the history and architecture of medieval Scandinavia. Bjornstad discusses the
burial mound at Stein in Ringerike in Norway, the Stave Church in Norway, folk costumes of Norway,
crystal art, the Vikings, and more.
The Vinland Sagas - Leifur Eiricksson 2019-05-23
The Saga of the Greenlanders and Eirik the Red’s Saga contain the first ever descriptions of North America,
a bountiful land of grapes and vines, discovered by Vikings five centuries before Christopher Columbus.
Written down in the early thirteenth century, they recount the Icelandic settlement of Greenland by Eirik
the Red, the chance discovery by seafaring adventurers of a mysterious new land, and Eirik’s son Leif the
Lucky’s perilous voyages to explore it. Wrecked by storms, stricken by disease and plagued by navigational
mishaps, some survived the North Atlantic to pass down this compelling tale of the first Europeans to talk
with, trade with, and war with the Native Americans.
Icelandic Sagas and Other Historical Documents Relating to the Settlements and Descents of the
Northmen of the British Isles - Gudbrand Vigfusson 2012-11-15
This four-volume set (1887-94) includes sagas of Orkney and of King Hákon Hákonarson of Norway, in Old
Norse and English translation.
Looking at a Far Mountain - Paul Budden 2000-11-01
Looking at a Far Mountain is a remarkable comprehensive survey of the core of kendo, an internationally
practiced martial sport derived from the ancient Japanese warrior art of the sword and heavily influenced
by the tenets of Shinto, Confucianism, and, particularly, Zen Buddhism. This is the first study outside of
Japan and the first in English of the history, philosophy, and technical aspects comprising the system of
predetermined sword techniques knows as Teikoku Kendo Kata. Lavishly illustrated with historical
photographs and encompassing a history of the kendo kata tradition, technical training and advice, the
individual kata themselves, lineage charts of particular schools and notable kendo masters, and a complete
glossary of kendo terms, Looking at a Far Mountain remains firmly anchored in the Japanese tradition while
addressing the growing international corps of kendo practitioners.
Orkneyinga Saga - 1981-07-30
Written around AD 1200 by an unnamed Icelandic author, the Orkneyinga Saga is an intriguing fusion of
myth, legend and history. The only medieval chronicle to have Orkney as the central place of action, it tells
of an era when the islands were still part of the Viking world, beginning with their conquest by the kings of
Norway in the ninth century. The saga describes the subsequent history of the Earldom of Orkney and the
adventures of great Norsemen such as Sigurd the Powerful, St Magnus the Martyr and Hrolf, the conqueror
of Normandy. Savagely powerful and poetic, this is a fascinating depiction of an age of brutal battles,
murder, sorcery and bitter family feuds. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading
publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
Viking Empires - Angelo Forte 2005-05-05
A definitive history of six hundred years of Viking civilization traces the political, military, social, cultural,
and religious history of the Viking world from Iceland to Lithuania.
Energy at the End of the World - Laura Watts 2019-01-15
Making local energy futures, from marine energy to hydrogen fuel, at the edge of the world. The islands of
Orkney, off the northern coast of Scotland, are closer to the Arctic Circle than to London. Surrounded by
fierce seas and shrouded by clouds and mist, the islands seem to mark the edge of the known world. And
yet they are a center for energy technology innovation, from marine energy to hydrogen fuel networks,
attracting the interest of venture capitalists and local communities. In this book, Laura Watts tells a story of
making energy futures at the edge of the world. Orkney, Watts tells us, has been making technology for six
thousand years, from arrowheads and stone circles to wave and tide energy prototypes. Artifacts and traces
of all the ages—Stone, Bronze, Iron, Viking, Silicon—are visible everywhere. The islanders turned to energy
innovation when forced to contend with an energy infrastructure they had outgrown. Today, Orkney is
home to the European Marine Energy Centre, established in 2003. There are about forty open-sea marine

The Saga of King Hrolf Kraki - Jesse L Byock 2005-06-30
Composed in medieval Iceland, Hrolf's Saga is one of the greatest of all mythic-legendary sagas, relating
half-fantastical events that were said to have occurred in fifth-century Denmark. It tells of the exploits of
King Hrolf and of his famous champions, including Bodvar Bjarki, the 'bear-warrior': a powerful figure
whose might and bear-like nature are inspired by the same legendary heritage as Beowulf. Depicting a
world of wizards, sorceresses and 'berserker' fighters - originally members of a cult of Odin - this is a
compelling tale of ancient magic. A work of timeless power and beauty, it offers both a treasury of Icelandic
prose and a masterful gathering of epic, cultic memory, traditional folk tale and myths from the Viking age
and far earlier.
Medieval Scandinavia - Phillip Pulsiano 1993
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energy test facilities in the world, many of which draw on Orkney expertise. The islands generate more
renewable energy than they use, are growing hydrogen fuel and electric car networks, and have hundreds
of locally owned micro wind turbines and a decade-old smart grid. Mixing storytelling and ethnography,
empiricism and lyricism, Watts tells an Orkney energy saga—an account of how the islands are creating
their own low-carbon future in the face of the seemingly impossible. The Orkney Islands, Watts shows, are
playing a long game, making energy futures for another six thousand years.
Celtic-Norse Relationships in the Irish Sea in the Middle Ages 800-1200 - 2013-11-29
This collection of papers offers views of the interation and interdependence of Celtic and Norse populations
in the the Irish Sea region in the period 800 A.D.-1200 A.D., bringing together the work of historians,
archaeologists, art- and religious-historians and philologists
For the Islands I Sing - George Mackay Brown 2014-01-23
George Mackay Brown wrote this memoir in the years before his death in 1996, but he did not want it
published while he lived. Here we see the author's simple, bardic honesty turned on himself. In particular,
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he looks at Orkney, where he was born the youngest child in a poor family, and which he rarely left.
From Pictland to Alba, 789-1070 - Alex Woolf 2007-10-26
In the 780s northern Britain was dominated by two great kingdoms; Pictavia, centred in north-eastern
Scotland and Northumbria which straddled the modern Anglo-Scottish border. Within a hundred years both
of these kingdoms had been thrown into chaos by the onslaught of the Vikings and within two hundred
years they had become distant memories. This book charts the transformation of the political landscape of
northern Britain between the eighth and the eleventh centuries. Central to this narrative is the mysterious
disappearance of the Picts and their language and the sudden rise to prominence of the Gaelic-speaking
Scots who would replace them as the rulers of the North. From Pictland to Alba uses fragmentary sources
which survive from this darkest period in Scottish history to guide the reader past the pitfalls which beset
the unwary traveller in these dangerous times. Important sources are presented in full and their value as
evidence is thoroughly explored and evaluated.
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