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Can Poetry Matter? is an important book, and anyone who professes to care about the state of American
poetry will have to take it into account. --World Literature Today.
Music - Ted Gioia 2019-10-15
"A dauntingly ambitious, obsessively researched" (Los Angeles Times) global history of music that reveals
how songs have shifted societies and sparked revolutions. Histories of music overwhelmingly suppress
stories of the outsiders and rebels who created musical revolutions and instead celebrate the mainstream
assimilators who borrowed innovations, diluted their impact, and disguised their sources. In Music: A
Subversive History, Ted Gioia reclaims the story of music for the riffraff, insurgents, and provocateurs.
Gioia tells a four-thousand-year history of music as a global source of power, change, and upheaval. He
shows how outcasts, immigrants, slaves, and others at the margins of society have repeatedly served as
trailblazers of musical expression, reinventing our most cherished songs from ancient times all the way to
the jazz, reggae, and hip-hop sounds of the current day. Music: A Subversive History is essential reading for
anyone interested in the meaning of music, from Sappho to the Sex Pistols to Spotify.
Sometimes the Soul - Gioia Timpanelli 1998
Hauntingly beautiful fiction about two women, solitude, art, and transformation. In "A Knot of Tears", a
woman's locked-up life is transformed by a parrot who tells tales; "Rusina, Not Quite in Love" offers a
strange and lovely retelling of the story of "Beauty and the Beast".
Paris Without End - Gioia Diliberto 2011-07-05
“A bittersweet modern love story [that] reads as easily as a novel.” —Vogue “Fascinating. . . . A detailed,
grittier portrait of the woman Hemingway loved and left.” —Newsday Hadley Richardson and Ernest
Hemingway were the golden couple of Paris in the twenties, the center of an expatriate community
boasting the likes of Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald, Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas, and James and Nora
Joyce. In this haunting account of the young Hemingways, Gioia Diliberto explores their passionate
courtship, their family life in Paris with baby Bumby, and their thrilling, adventurous relationship—a
literary love story scarred by Hadley’s loss of the only copy of Hemingway’s first novel and ultimately
destroyed by a devastating ménage à trois on the French Riviera. Compelling, illuminating, poignant, and
deeply insightful, Paris Without End provides a rare, intimate glimpse of the writer who so fully captured
the American imagination and the remarkable woman who inspired his passion and his art—the only woman
Hemingway never stopped loving.
The Making of a Story - Alice LaPlante 2007
An introduction to the fundamentals of creative writing, both fiction and nonfiction, takes aspiring writers
through each stage of the creative process, from initial idea to final manuscript, accompanied by examples
of short fiction and essays.
Magic Hours - Tom Bissell 2018-03-20
Award-winning essayist Tom Bissell explores the highs and lows of the creative process. He takes us from
the set of The Big Bang Theory to the first novel of Ernest Hemingway to the final work of David Foster
Wallace; from the films of Werner Herzog to the film of Tommy Wiseau to the editorial meeting in which
Paula Fox's work was relaunched into the world. Originally published in magazines such as The Believer,
The New Yorker, and Harper's, these essays represent ten years of Bissell's best writing on every aspect of

To Read Or Not to Read: A Question of National Consequence - Dana Gioia 2008-03
Executive Summary for a report which gathers & collates the best national data available to provide a
reliable & comprehensive overview of American reading today. This report relies on large, nat. studies
conducted on a regular basis by U.S. fed. agencies, supplemented by academic, foundation, & business
surveys. Although there has been measurable progress in recent years in reading ability at the elementary
school level, all progress appears to halt as children enter their teenage years. There is a general decline in
reading among teenage & adult Americans. Both reading ability & the habit of regular reading have greatly
declined among college grad. The declines have demonstrable social, economic, cultural, & civic
implications. Charts & tables.
The Art of the Short Story - George William Gerwig 1909
The Oxford Book of Latin American Short Stories - Roberto Gonzalez Echevarria 1999-07-15
This collection brings together 53 stories that span the history of Latin American literature and represent
the most dazzling achievements in the form. It covers the entire history of Latin American short fiction,
from the colonial period to present.
Reading at Risk - 2004
The Story of the Other Wise Man - Henry Van Dyke 1895
Story of Artaban, the "fourth wise man," who sold all he possessed and bought three jewels to present to
the Christ child. He helped people while on his search for the new-born Messiah, and fulfilled his goal on
the day of Christ's Crucifixion. Artaban could not have predicted how his eventful journey would end.
What Makes a Child Lucky: A Novel - Gioia Timpanelli 2008-10-17
Kidnapped by a Sicilian gang that has brutally murdered his best friend, a boy struggles to survive and
escape by foraging for food, developing his intuitive gifts, and enlisting the aid of the gang's wise cook.
15,000 first printing.
Knock at a Star - X. J. Kennedy 1999-09
A collection of poems arranged in such categories as poems that make you smile, send messages, or share
feelings; poems that contain "beats that repeat" or "word play"; and special kinds of poems such as
limericks, songs, and haiku.
Listen to the Echoes - Ray Bradbury 2012-06-12
A definitive collection of interviews with one of America's most famous writers, covering his life, faith,
friends, politics, and visions of the future. Ray Bradbury, the poetic and visionary author of such classics as
Fahrenheit 451, The Martian Chronicles and The Illustrated Man, is one of the most influential writers of
the 20th century. From Mikhail Gorbachev to Alfred Hitchcock to David Bowie, Bradbury’s sway on
contemporary culture is towering. Acclaimed biographer and Bradbury scholar Sam Weller has spent more
than a decade interviewing the author; the fascinating conversations that emerge cast a high-definition
portrait of a creative genius and a futurist who longs for yesterday. Listen to the Echoes: The Ray Bradbury
Interviews is the definitive collection of interviews with an American icon.
Can Poetry Matter? - Dana Gioia 2002-09
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creation—be it Iraq War documentaries or video-game character voices—and will provoke as much thought
as they do laughter. What are sitcoms for exactly? Can art be both bad and genius? Why do some books
survive and others vanish? Bissell's exploration of these questions make for gripping, unforgettable
reading.
The Gods of Winter - Dana Gioia 1991-04
Poems discuss a journey across the ocean, a veterans' cemetery, money, an abandoned collection of dolls,
and a man who escapes from his prison cell to commit a murder
Other Voices, Other Vistas - Barbara H. Solomon 2002
A multicultural selection of short stories from around the world includes the work of Nadine Gordimer, Bei
Dao, Anita Desai, Kobo Abe, Gabriel Garcfa Mßrquez, Isabel Allende, Chinua Achebe, Wang Anyi, R. K.
Narayan, Yukio Mishima, and fifteen other notable authors. Reprint.
The Jazz Standards - Ted Gioia 2021-08-18
An updated new edition of Ted Gioia's acclaimed compendium of jazz standards, featuring 15 additional
selections, hundreds of additional recommended tracks, and enhancements and additions on almost every
page. Since the first edition of The Jazz Standards was published in 2012, author Ted Gioia has received
almost non-stop feedback and suggestions from the passionate global community of jazz enthusiasts and
performers requesting crucial additions and corrections to the book. In this second edition, Gioia expands
the scope of the book to include more songs, and features new recordings by rising contemporary artists.
The Jazz Standards is an essential comprehensive guide to some of the most important jazz compositions,
telling the story of more than 250 key jazz songs and providing a listening guide to more than 2,000
recordings. The fan who wants to know more about a tune heard at the club or on the radio will find this
book indispensable. Musicians who play these songs night after night will find it to be a handy guide, as it
outlines the standards' history and significance and tells how they have been performed by different
generations of jazz artists. Students learning about jazz standards will find it to be a go-to reference work
for these cornerstones of the repertoire. This book is a unique resource, a browser's companion, and an
invaluable introduction to the art form.
Vanished Act - James Reidel 2003-01-01
Critic, novelist, filmmaker, jazz musician, painter, and, above all, poet, Weldon Kees performed, practiced,
and published with the best of his generation of artists?the so-called middle generation, which included
Robert Lowell, Elizabeth Bishop, and John Berryman. His dramatic disappearance (a probable suicide) at
the age of forty-one, his movie-star good looks, his role in various movements of the day, and his shifting
relationships with key figures in the arts have made him one of the more intriguing?and elusive?artists of
the time. In this long-awaited biography, James Reidel presents the first full account of Kees?s troubled yet
remarkably accomplished life. ø Reidel traces Kees?s career from his birth in 1914 and boyhood in Beatrice,
Nebraska, to his stint as an award-winning short-story writer and novelist, his rise as a poet and critic in
New York, his branching off into abstract expressionism, jazz music, and theater, and his experimental and
scientific filmmaking and photography. Going beyond the cult status that has grown up around Kees over
the years, this work fairly and judiciously places him as a cultural adventurer at a particularly rich and
significant moment in postwar twentieth-century America.
On the Teaching of Creative Writing - Wallace Earle Stegner 1997
A concise, inspirational discourse by one of America's finest writers, on the difficulties, rewards, and
importance of teaching creative writing.
Foucault's Pendulum - Umberto Eco 2007-03-05
Bored with their work, three Milanese editors cook up "the Plan," a hoax that connects the medieval
Knights Templar with other occult groups from ancient to modern times. This produces a map indicating
the geographical point from which all the powers of the earth can be controlled—a point located in Paris,
France, at Foucault’s Pendulum. But in a fateful turn the joke becomes all too real, and when occult groups,
including Satanists, get wind of the Plan, they go so far as to kill one of the editors in their quest to gain
control of the earth.Orchestrating these and other diverse characters into his multilayered semiotic
adventure, Eco has created a superb cerebral entertainment.
California Poetry - Dana Gioia 2004
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The first historical anthology to provide a comprehensive survey of California poetry, this ground-breaking
new book presents the work of 101 authors across two centuries. California Poetry includes poets as
diverse as Ambrose Bierce, Yone Noguchi, Robinson Jeffers, Josephine Miles, Charles Bukowski, Ishmael
Reed, Francisco X. Alarcón, and Marilyn Chin. With ample biographical and critical notes for each author,
California Poetry goes beyond the limits of the ordinary anthology and provides a detailed and often
intimate account of the Golden State's rich but often neglected cultural history.
26 Pebbles - Eric Ulloa 2017
On December 14, 2012, Adam Lanza walked into Sandy Hook Elementary School and killed twenty-six
innocent souls before taking his own life. These twenty-six innocent deaths, like pebbles thrown into a
pond, created ripples and vibrations that were felt far beyond the initial rings. This is the story of those
vibrations. Similar in style to The Laramie Project, playwright Eric Ulloa conducted interviews with
members of the community in Newtown and crafted them into an exploration of gun violence and a small
town shaken by a horrific event.
Fiction - R. S. Gwynn 2014-10-02
A perfect alternative to massive fiction anthologies, this brief, affordable collection of 44 short stories from
the past three centuries provides a concise yet comprehensive introduction to the study of fiction.
Chronologically organized, the anthology includes classic tales from 19th century authors like Hawthorne,
Poe, Jewett, and de Maupassant; 20th century gems by Hawthorne, Irving, Poe, Cather, Hurston, Faulkner,
O'Connor, and Richard Wright, among others; and admired stories from contemporary authors like Alice
Walker, Jamaica Kincaid, Sherman Alexie, and Jhumpa Lahiri–reflecting a diverse range of writers and
styles.
The History of Jazz - Ted Gioia 1997-11-20
Jazz is the most colorful and varied art form in the world and it was born in one of the most colorful and
varied cities, New Orleans. From the seed first planted by slave dances held in Congo Square and nurtured
by early ensembles led by Buddy Belden and Joe "King" Oliver, jazz began its long winding odyssey across
America and around the world, giving flower to a thousand different forms--swing, bebop, cool jazz, jazzrock fusion--and a thousand great musicians. Now, in The History of Jazz, Ted Gioia tells the story of this
music as it has never been told before, in a book that brilliantly portrays the legendary jazz players, the
breakthrough styles, and the world in which it evolved. Here are the giants of jazz and the great moments
of jazz history--Jelly Roll Morton ("the world's greatest hot tune writer"), Louis Armstrong (whose O-keh
recordings of the mid-1920s still stand as the most significant body of work that jazz has produced), Duke
Ellington at the Cotton Club, cool jazz greats such as Gerry Mulligan, Stan Getz, and Lester Young, Charlie
Parker's surgical precision of attack, Miles Davis's 1955 performance at the Newport Jazz Festival, Ornette
Coleman's experiments with atonality, Pat Metheny's visionary extension of jazz-rock fusion, the
contemporary sounds of Wynton Marsalis, and the post-modernists of the Knitting Factory. Gioia provides
the reader with lively portraits of these and many other great musicians, intertwined with vibrant
commentary on the music they created. Gioia also evokes the many worlds of jazz, taking the reader to the
swamp lands of the Mississippi Delta, the bawdy houses of New Orleans, the rent parties of Harlem, the
speakeasies of Chicago during the Jazz Age, the after hours spots of corrupt Kansas city, the Cotton Club,
the Savoy, and the other locales where the history of jazz was made. And as he traces the spread of this
protean form, Gioia provides much insight into the social context in which the music was born. He shows
for instance how the development of technology helped promote the growth of jazz--how ragtime blossomed
hand-in-hand with the spread of parlor and player pianos, and how jazz rode the growing popularity of the
record industry in the 1920s. We also discover how bebop grew out of the racial unrest of the 1940s and
'50s, when black players, no longer content with being "entertainers," wanted to be recognized as
practitioners of a serious musical form. Jazz is a chameleon art, delighting us with the ease and rapidity
with which it changes colors. Now, in Ted Gioia's The History of Jazz, we have at last a book that captures
all these colors on one glorious palate. Knowledgeable, vibrant, and comprehensive, it is among the small
group of books that can truly be called classics of jazz literature.
Handbook of Short Story Writing - Frank A. Dickson 1970
Many writers address every aspect of writing the short story.
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The Black Mirror" and "American Horror Story." Dark Black 's 20 short stories are made up of evanescent
ghosts and inner demons, lost souls and lost love.Featuring striking, original color artwork by renowned
artist and printmaker Dan Grzeca, known for his concert prints for The Black Keys, Sharon Van Etten, U2,
among others, Dark Black is art object as book, in this case of haunting new American Gothic fiction."
The Book Publishing Industry - Albert N. Greco 2004-11-16
This volume provides an innovative and detailed overview of the book publishing industry, including details
about the business processes in editorial, marketing and production. The work explores the complex issues
that occur everyday in the publishing in
The Illustrated Man - Ray Bradbury 2012-04-17
Eighteen science fiction stories deal with love, madness, and death on Mars, Venus, and in space.
Coco at the Ritz - Gioia Diliberto 2021-12-07
A riveting and prismatic novel of the eternally enigmatic Coco Chanel in the aftermath of World War II.
Though her name is synonymous with elegance and chic, the iconic Coco Chanel had a complicated dark
side, and in late August 1944, as World War II drew to a close, she was arrested and interrogated on
charges of treason to France. Many of the facts are lost to history, partly through Chanel's own obfuscation,
but this much is known: the charges grew out of her war-time romance with a German spy, and one
morning two soldiers from the French Forces of the Interior—the loose band of Resistance fighters, soldiers
and private citizens who took up arms in the wake of the Liberation of Paris—led Chanel from her suite at
the Ritz Hotel in Paris to an undisclosed location for questioning. What transpired during her interrogation,
who was present, and why she was set free when so many other women who’d been involved with German
men (willingly or otherwise) had their heads shaved or were imprisoned, remains a mystery. In this
brilliantly insightful and compulsively readable novel from the author of I am Madame X, Gioia Diliberto
explores the motivations of this complex woman and portrays the gripping battle of wits that could have
been her interrogation. Was Chanel truly a collaborator? Though the Occupation of France offered a stark
contrast between good and evil, few people are wholly heroes or villains in wartime. Most citizens, as the
writer André Gide noted, were like old shoes floating in murky waters: battered and torn, riding the
turbulent flow, just trying to survive. By turns raw and vulnerable, steely and flawed, Chanel emerges from
these pages as a woman who owns her decisions, no matter the consequences. Rich with history and filled
with emotional truths, Coco at the Ritz is a story about the choices one woman made when the stakes were
the highest. In today’s world, it is a cautionary tale about the necessity of standing against evil when it
stares you in the face.
The Bradbury Chronicles - Sam Weller 2006-02-21
Accomplished journalist Sam Weller met the Ray Bradbury while writing a cover story for the Chicago
Tribune Magazine and spent hundreds of hours interviewing Bradbury, his editors, family members, and
longtime friends. With unprecedented access to private archives, he uncovered never–before–published
letters, documents, and photographs that help tell the story of this literary genius and his remarkable
creative journey. The result is a richly textured, detailed biography that illuminates the origins and
accomplishments of Bradbury's fascinating mind.
The Art of the Short Story - Dana Gioia 2006
52 Great authors, their best fiction and their insight into writing.
Selected Short Stories of Weldon Kees - Weldon Kees 2002-01-01
By the age of thirty, Weldon Kees (1914?55) was a poet, journalist, musician, painter, photographer, and
short story writer living in New York City. Despite a contract for aøforthcoming novel, however, he stopped
writing fiction, moved to San Francisco, and worked as an artist and filmmaker. On July 18, 1955, his car
was found on the Golden Gate Bridge, and he has not been seen since. These stories by Kees,
predominantly set in Depression-era mid-America, feature bleak, realistic settings and characters resigned
to their meager lives. The owner of an auto parts store occasionally "sells" his sister Betty Lou to interested
patrons; a cryptic message in library books indicates the yearnings of a silenced patron; a young woman
taking tickets at the Roseland Gardens futilely dreams of escape from the future she sees for herself; and
an old man carefully saves his money to fulfill the requirements of a chain letter only to be disappointed by
a spiteful daughter-in-law. Many of these stories are set in the Nebraska of Kees's youth, and they are

99 Poems - Dana Gioia 2016-03-01
So much of what we live goes on inside— The diaries of grief, the tongue-tied aches Of unacknowledged
love are no less real For having passed unsaid. What we conceal Is always more than what we dare confide.
Think of the letters that we write our dead. —from “Unsaid” Dana Gioia has long been celebrated as a poet
of sharp intelligence and brooding emotion with an ingenious command of his craft. 99 Poems: New &
Selected gathers for the first time work from across his career, including many remarkable new poems.
Gioia has not arranged this selection chronologically but instead has organized it by theme in seven
sections: Mystery, Place, Remembrance, Imagination, Stories, Songs, and Love. The result is a book that
reveals and renews the pleasures, consolations, and sense of wonder that poetry bestows.
How to Listen to Jazz - Ted Gioia 2016-05-17
An acclaimed music scholar presents an accessible introduction to the art of listening to jazz In How to
Listen to Jazz, award-winning music scholar Ted Gioia presents a lively introduction to one of America's
premier art forms. He tells us what to listen for in a performance and includes a guide to today's leading
jazz musicians. From Louis Armstrong's innovative sounds to the jazz-rock fusion of Miles Davis, Gioia
covers the music's history and reveals the building blocks of improvisation. A true love letter to jazz by a
foremost expert, How to Listen to Jazz is a must-read for anyone who's ever wanted to understand and
better appreciate America's greatest contribution to music. "Mr. Gioia could not have done a better job.
Through him, jazz might even find new devotees." -Economist
The Art of Entertaining - Mary Elizabeth Wilson Sherwood 1892
Studying with Miss Bishop - Dana Gioia 2021-01-12
"Fascinating snapshots of remarkable encounters which, when brought together, chart a delightfully
unusual path to literary success."―Booklist "Reading this memoir is like being at one of those memorable
dinner parties, attended by the best and brightest, sparkling with wit and excellent conversations. You
don’t want it to be over, the conversations to end! But with books, you need not worry. You can go back to
the party, savor it, reread it again, and again."―Julia Alvarez, author of In the Time of the Butterflies and
Afterlife “Gioia has been uncommonly lucky in meeting many major poets, among them Elizabeth Bishop.
His portrait of her in these pages is shrewd and subtle. The famously elusive poet quivers into life
here.”―Jay Parini, author of Borges and Me: An Encounter In Studying with Miss Bishop, Dana Gioia
discusses six people who helped him become a writer and better understand what it meant to dedicate
one’s life to writing. Four were famous authors―Elizabeth Bishop, John Cheever, James Dickey, and Robert
Fitzgerald. Two were unknown―Gioia’s Merchant Marine uncle and Ronald Perry, a forgotten poet. Each of
the six essays provides a vivid portrait; taken together they tell the story of Gioia’s own journey from
working-class LA to international literary success.
Everyday Use - Alice Walker 1994
Presents the text of Alice Walker's story "Everyday Use"; contains background essays that provide insight
into the story; and features a selection of critical response. Includes a chronology and an interview with the
author.
Dark Black - Sam Weller 2020-04-28
In this haunting debut collection of short stories, Sam Weller, authorized biographer of the legendary Ray
Bradbury, blurs the boundaries between the weird, the outre, the paranormal, the Gothic, and old school
punk rock. Dark Black features 20 tales, at turns chilling, melancholy, hilarious, and nightmarish.A marine
biologist at the end of his career embarks on his greatest field study to find the mythical sea beast he
believes he witnessed as a young man, long ago.A writing professor discovers the Clutter murder house,
made infamous in Truman Capote's 1966 classic, In Cold Blood, is available on a vacation rental site. He
books the home to finish his latest book with unexpected results.A group of kids use a Ouija board to
contact their beloved, deceased friend.A punk rock musician writes a groundbreaking album, collaborating
with the ghost of a musical legend.A college student with subtle telekinetic abilities attempts to use her
powers in the midst of a horrifying school shooting. Sam Weller worked side by side with Ray Bradbury for
over a decade. No surprise, then, that Dark Black is deeply inspired by Bradbury's dark and enduring 1955
collection, The October Country, mashed-up with modern influences, such as anthology television program
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written from a Midwestern sensibility: keenly observant, darkly humorous, and absurdly fantastic. In this
new edition, Dana Gioia has added three stories to the fourteen gathered in the first edition, The Ceremony
and Other Stories. The New York Times named that first edition, published in 1984, a notable book of the
year.
I Am Madame X - Gioia Diliberto 2003-03-18
The life of Virginie Gautreau, the notorious beauty of Madame X, John Singer Sargent's most famous and
scandalous portrait, provides inspiration for this absorbing and intriguing novel. Madame X caused an
immediate furor when Sargent unveiled it at the 1884 Paris Salon. The subject's bold pose, provocative
dress, and decadent pallor shocked the public, and the critics panned the picture, smashing Sargent's
dream of a Paris career. The artist soon relocated to England, where he established himself as the favorite
portrait painter of the wealthy. In this remarkable novel, Gioia Diliberto tells Virginie's story, drawing on
the sketchy facts of Virginie's life to re-create her tempestuous personality and the captivating milieu of
nineteenth-century Paris. Born in New Orleans to two of Louisiana's prominent Creole families and raised
at Parlange, her grandmother's lush plantation, Virginie fled to France with her mother and sister during
the Civil War. The family settled in Paris among other expatriate Southerners and hoped, through their
French ancestry, to insinuate themselves into high society. They soon were absorbed into the fascinating
and wealthy world of grand ballrooms, dressmakers' salons, luxurious country estates, and artists' ateliers.
Because of Virginie's striking appearance and vivid character, her mother pinned the family's hopes for
social acceptance on her daughter, who became a "professional beauty" and married a French banker. Even
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before Sargent painted her portrait, Virginie's reputation for promiscuity and showy self-display made her
the subject of vicious Paris gossip. I Am Madame X is a compulsively readable immersion in Belle Epoque
Paris. It is also the story of a great work of art, illuminating the struggle between Virginie and Sargent as
they fought to control the outcome of a painting that changed their lives and affected the course of art
history.
Hadley - Gioia Diliberto 1992
A biography of Hemingway's first and most beloved wife describes Hadley and Ernest's first meeting, their
courtship, family life in Paris, the birth of their son Jack, and the me+a7nage a+a6 trois that destroyed
their marriage. 20,000 first printing. Tour.
The Birth (and Death) of the Cool - Ted Gioia 2018-11
It's hard to imagine that "the cool" could ever go out of style. After all, cool is style. Isn't it? And it may be
harder to imagine a world where people no longer aspire to coolness. In this intriguing cultural history,
nationally acclaimed author Ted Gioia shows why cool is not a timeless concept and how it has begun to
lose meaning and fade into history. Gioia deftly argues that what began in the Jazz Age and became iconic
in the 1950s with Miles Davis, James Dean, and others has been manipulated, stretched, and pushed to a
breaking point--not just in our media, entertainment, and fashion industries, but also by corporations,
political leaders, and social institutions. Tolling the death knell for the cool, this thought-provoking book
reveals how and why a new cultural tone is emerging, one marked by sincerity, earnestness, and a quest for
authenticity.
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